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The women take an important part in 
the drudgery of rice-planting. 
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picking. 
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hopeful aspects. 
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education. 


There is a social awakening among the 
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The organization of farm-labor parties 
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Il. What Christian women can do to help solve industrial 


problems. 


A- Conditions of Japanese industry. 
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Oe 


It has come to stay. 
Benefits have been derived. 
It has also created many social problems. 


a. Conditions of women in the spin-— 
ning factories. 


b. Condition of women in mines. 


c. Menace to physical well-being of 
nation. 


ad. Juvenile delinquency. 


e. Conclusion. 


B. Conditions which Christians should aid in 
bettering. 


Cc. The Christian women's responsibility. 


D. 
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They shoulda be interested. © ? 
They should inform themselves. 

They should have a strong conviction. 
They should influence social thought. 


They should act. 


Methods by which the women may work. 


1. 
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The cell system. 


The distribution of Christian literature 
adapted to the purpose. 


The maintainance of working girls! 
homes. 


Establishing settlements. 


Conducting a constructive educational 
program. 


Holding vacation house-parties. 


Women officials. 
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&. Inspectors. 
bs Probation officers. 
c. Matrons. 


Conclusion. 


III. The place which women can take in the professions. 
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B- 
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Education. 
Medicine. 
1. Types of Service. 
a. Nurses. 
| b. Midwives. 
ce. Doctors. 
d. Public health instructors. 


@. Groups which especially need medical 
service. 


@. Rural districts: 
b. Slums. 

ec. Lepers. 

ad. Tuberculosis. 


Law. 


IV. Christian education in the home. 


A- 


B. 


Penetration of Christianity into the home 
life of Japan. 


Need of more homes in which both parents are 
Christians. 


Guidance of parents in proper Christian 
thinking. 


Some distinctly Christian family observances 
to be encouraged. 


Specific forces which may be used to reach 
Japanese homes. 


1) Children, 
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introduction 

Education, the wisest of men have long said, is not 
& mere preparation for life; it is life itself. This is John 
Dewey's philosophy which dominates most educational realms to- 
day. Looked at in a broad way, education is little else than 
an attempt to accumulate culture, age after age; and to put 
each new generation into possession of the knowledge of the 
ages preceding, and also to discipline the mind of youth so as 
to facilitate the discovery of new truth. 

If we accept the definition of education just given 
then we can very properly ask what is the relation between ed- 
ucation and religion. The view is widely held in some coun- 
tries and by many people that religion and education have noth- 
ing to do with each other. However, we are encouraged by a 
good many signs which show that educators are coming more and 
more to recognize that education without religion is incomplete, 
and that this truth has been too much forgotten in the past. 

One instance of this tendency of thought will be gi- 
ven here. "The Commission of the Department of Superintendence 
of the National Education Association, whose definition of the 
general objectives of education was quoted as having to do with 
(1) self, (2) nature, (35) society, (4) God, thus elucidates the 
fourth of these objectives: '4. To promote the development of 
an appreciation of the force of law and of love that is opera— 
ting universally. Man craves more than a knowledge of himself, 
of nature, and of organized society. He hungers and thirsts 
after righteousness. Knowing his own imperfections, he feels 
that somewhere there is perfection. The great universe calls 


to his spirit, and unless he ignorantly or willfully closes 
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1. The Jerusalem Meeting of the International Missionary 
Council, Vols» IE — p. Sl. 


&. The Jerusalem Meeting of the International Missionary 
Council, Vol. II - p. 32 


his ears, he hears the voice of God.----- No greater task rests 
upon the secondary school than to help its pupils find their 
God. How this 1s to be done is the greatest of problems. Of 
one thing only are we sure: We cannot solve this problem by 
ignoring it. There is no single way to apprehend affinity. 
Bach in his own way may draw near.! oe 

We know that all modern educators are not of this 
opinion "but in principle the view that any education which 
leaves religion out of account is necessarily incomplete is 
one that is difficult to set aside. The distinctive character- 
istic of religion is that it views all interests and activities 
from the standpoint of the whole. It is concerned with the ul- 
timate meaning of life.-~--- Education is thus compelled to be 
religious in its outlook and in its aims." 

So far we have been speaking of education in general 
but in this study we are interested in “religious education" 
or more specifically “Christian education." For clear defin- 
itions of these terms we can go to no better source than the 
Report of the Jerusalem Conference of 1928. 

"Religious education in the Christian sense includes 
all efforts and processes which help to bring children and 
adults into a vital and saving experience of God revealed in 
Christ; to quicken the sense of God as a living reality, so 
that communion with him in prayer and worship becomes a natu- 
ral habit and principle of life; to enable them to interpret 
the meaning of their growing experience of life in the light 
of the ultimate values; to establish attitudes and habits of 
Christlike living in common life and in all human relations; 


and to enlarge and deepen the understanding of the historic 
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1. The Jerusalem Meeting of the International Missionary 
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facts on which Christianity rests and of the rich content of 
Christian experience, belief, and doctrine." 

The term "Christian education" will be used to sig- 
nify a system of schools and colleges under Christian direc- 
tion and control in contrast with national or with non-Chris- 
tian systems of education. 

There is no conflict between these terms, Religious 
education (as used on the mission field) signifying all agen— 
cies which are doing definite Christian training while Chris- 
tian education is the limited term referring to schools and col- 
leges under Christian control. 

Some may feel that we are laying too much emphasis 
upon a comparatively new field for there has been the criticism-— 
and in some cases justly, that our Christian education has been 
an intermingling of Christian faith and worldly civilization. 
In answer to this all too common doubt we can well take as our 
criterion the emphasis given to this particular problem at the 
Jerusalem Conference for there is no doubt but that the Report 
of this world renowned Conference is the best standard by which 
we may judge the value or place of Christian education. 

Religious education was treated as one of the major 
subjects at the Jerusalem Conference and of the eight volumes 
in which the Report is made, one volume is devoted to this sub- 
ject. Two quotations from this report will sufficiently por- 
tray the attitude of the Council. 
| We quote the following paragraph from the discussion, 
"Prominent throughout the discussion was the sense of the vital 


and universal importance of the subject. It was clear that al- 


most every speaker, while recognizing the need for drastic re- 
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forms, believed that such reforms would have drastic results 
of enormous value. Indeed, the Conference was at one in its 
conviction that the new concept of education, and the new 
methods of teaching religion, contain ‘unlimited possibilities 
for the solution of all the problems of the church, of race, 
and of industry.! * 
In the final report we find this statement: "The 
Council in approaching the subject of religious education would 
express its conviction of the greatness both of the issues in- 
volved and of the resources of power which a true understand- 
ing of the aim and scope of education can bring to the whole 
missionary dee a 
We have been speaking in general terms of the purpose 
of Religious education. It is certainly apropos to ask what 
is the aim of this particular phase of education in Japan. 
The duty of the Christiah missionary is not completed simply 
in the conversions of unbelievers; it should extend also to 
the training of these converts into a useful body of Christian 
people. It is unwise to rely entirely upon public education 
in a system so well organized even as that of Japan. 
The National Christian Council of Japan in their 
Findings which were prepared for the Jerusalem meeting say, 
"The purpose of Christian education in Japan is, as every— 
where, the development of Christian character and the relat-— 
ing of it to a Christian world in the bee 
Christian education is more than an attractive in- 
stitution in Japan, it is a necessity. Education is the bul- 
wark of religion in every age and in every land. If this be 


true, the necessity for a Christian education was never more 
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18. 
manifest than it is today in Japan, where Christianity stands 


face to face with the most polished heathenism, and, perhaps 
the most insidious skepticism in the world. 

"There is certainly a peculiar need of Christian ed- 
ucation in Japan. ‘It is, among other reasons, precisely be- 
cause the government is doing so much for the secular--i.e., 
the godless--education of its children and youth, that Christian 
education is imperatively called for.' In a non-Christian land, 
the chureh has a positive duty to her children; the sons and 
daughters are the hope of the church. Refusal to train her 
children is suicide for herself.! oa 

Not only is Christian education necessary to counter— 
act the prevailing skepticism and secularism but H. B. Benning— 
hoff has given us in a brief statement two other very important 
reasons justifying this type of work. He says, "Christian ed- 
ucational institutions are a necessary part of the work of the 
Christian Movement in Japan. Christian communities cannot be 
built up without them. They not only help in the teainiee of 
leaders; they give also opportunity for intensive evangelistic 
effort and religious culture, and for the interpretation and 
application of Christian ideals to the life of the Ber 

Before continuing further in this study it will help 
us clarify our thinking if we state briefly the conditions 
under which Christian education is carried on in Japan for it 
is true that her situation is different from any other country. 
This can be concisely eA yet most adequately given by quoting 
from the National Christian Council in Japan in their Prelim-— 


inary Paper .for the Jerusalem Conference. These particular 


conditions are "(a) An almost totally reading public. (b) A 
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19. 
complete system of public schools, with eight years of compul- 


sory education in subjects both Western and Oriental. (c) A 
long history of refinement and culture non-Western and non- 
Christian in its derivations and traditions. (d) A strong 
family system inculcating a deep reverence for ancestors. (e) 
@ vivid sense of national solidarity and mission, centering in 
@ unique spirit of devotion to the Imperial House. The further 
deepening of this is one of the aims of the public school sys- 
tem. (f) Government standardization of all schools, private as 
well as public. (g) A constitutional guarantee of liberty in 
religious belief and teaching. It is in terms of this environ- 
ment and background that Christian education in Japan has been 
ered on, and must be studied." 

Leaders in the world today are recognizing the parti- 
cular significance of education for women and especially Chris— 
tian education. Today we notice a great outward change in Jap- 
anese women but it is caused by something more subtle and more 
objective than a passing passion, wafted in the air. It is the 
gradual awakening of women to their individuality during the 
Meiji Era (1868-1912), which was further quickened into life 
in the Taisho period (1912-1926), and which is now asserting 
itself in self-expression and self-expansion. The terrible 
earthquake of 1925 released the latent power of women and sur- 
prised the whole community. Even the women themselves were 
surprised to discover their own ability and power at that time 
of natural crisis. 

Modern worth while young women are fully awakened to 
their own individuality and they would assert it against any 


odds. Therefore their inner world, the thoughts world, is 
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expressed in the present changes in their toilet and wardrobe. 
It is a well known fact that when such a decisive movement, 

as this, comes there is a danger that the pendulum will swing 

to the other extreme. For this reason Christian Education of 

women plays a doubly important role, their self-expression and 
self-assertion needs the proper direction. 

"A nation cannot rise above her womanhood." "The 
hand that rocks the cradle rules the world." Such maxims as 
these also form the basis of one very important reason why 
the women of Japan should be educated in a Christian way. 
Thinking Japanese have come to realize, with Count Okuma, that 
all countries which have attempted "to work with the male sex 
as the single standard" have "fallen signally,behind in the 
march of progress;" and that “Japan by raising woman to her 
proper place should provide herself with a double standard." 

Already Japanese women have shown their ability and 
willingness to assume responsibility but it is not the past 
achievements of these women in which we are especially inter- 
ested, only as we feel that it is a stepping stone to the ac- 
complishing of greater things. The bud of effective Japanese 
womanhood is only beginning, the season is at hand when it will 
be a full-blown blossom scattering its fragrant aroma into 
every phase of Japanese life, social, political, religious, 
and industrial. It is the full-blown flower with which we are 


interested. 
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Chapter I. 
History of Christian Education Among Women in Japan. 

Up to the time when Japan's closed doors were opened 
to Christian civilization a truly Oriental contempt for women 
and an enslavement of them characterized the nation at large. 
And it has been no easy thing to open the Japanese mind to the 
conception of social and intellectual equality of women with 
men. Hence, acceptance of a demand for higher education of Jap- 
éanese girls has won its way somewhat gradually. "A mission 
school, laying its early foundations for woman's education, 
was warned: ‘With your English work you are merely training up 
concubines for unprincipled foreigners in the port cities.''Your 
girls walk like men', was one serious criticism brought against 
pupils of one pioneer giris' school." “At &@ commencement it was 
decided it was altogether too forward for a student to read a 
graduating essay facing the audience; to read it herself was al- 
most too much; but a compromise was found in her reading it with 
her back to her listeners. 

During the early years of New Japan female education 
was almost entirely in the hands of the Christian missionaries, 
who alone seemed to realize the necessity of a better education 
and training for the future mothers of the nation. In this per- 
iod missionaries made one of their greatest contributions to Jap- 
an by pioneering in the education of women. 

But perhaps it is not strange that in the beginnings of 
Christian education for Japanese women, the period of great pop-— 
ularity, there was a tendency to (unduly stress) occidentaliza- 


tion. This naturally exposed the girls' mission schools to the 


criticism, that they spoiled their students and educated them 
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out of their sphere. 

But here, as elsewhere, this reaction was followed by 
& sane appreciation of the work of those Christian schools until 
now public opinion is no longer prejudiced against Christian 
schools for the daughters of New Japan. "Female education in Jap- 
an practically owes all that it is today to Christianity." 

In making a rapid survey of the history of the girls! 
mission schools in Japan it will be possible to refer only to 
the important events. 

For the sake of clarity and because of the naturalness 
of the divisions this historical study will be taken up in three 
parts: 

1. From 1869, when the first missionaries arrived, to 
February 19, 1875, when the edicts against Christianity were taken 
down--—-—— a time of preparation. 

a. From 1873--1882--a. time of realization. 

5. From 1885--to the present--a time of expansion. 

The first problem of the missionary was to win the con- 
fidence of the government and people and altho the first mission- 
aries arrived in 1859 it was not until 1869 that the first real 
missionary school was started when Mrs. Carrothers established 
a school for boys. Both schools prospered and became useful in- 
stitutions by the end of this period. 

The first woman missionary on Japanese soil was Miss 
Mary Kidder, later Mrs. E. R. Miller of the American Reformed 
Mission, who arrived in 1869. The tales of her experiences in 
the days when the sight of an American woman produced much ex- 


citement, together with the stories of the magnificent treet- 
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ment given to her by the high-class Japanese, are intensely in- 
teresting. She began to teach two girls and a boy, that she 
took over from Mrs. Hepburn, in Yokohama. By the end of the 
year she had given up the boy and had six girls. The pupils in- 
creased rapidly, and Governor Oye of Yokohama became so inter- 
ested in this novel experiment that he provided Miss Kidder with 
@ schoolhouse and presented her with a closed carriage, saying: 
"The distance is too great for you to eine So she had opened 
a school for girls, which had 22 pupils by the end of 1872. 

In October, 1872, the American Mission Home was es- 
tablished at Yokohama, by Mrs. L. H. Pierson, Mrs. Mary Pruyn, 
and Miss J. N. Crosby, who had been sent out by the Woman's Un- 
ion Missionary Society of America, in 1871, to establish a 
boarding school for girls. While preparations were being made 
for the opening of this school, these ladies taught English to a 
group of young men, and thru them gained access to the women and 
girls. 

At Nagasaki, Mrs. Stout in 1872 opened a school for 
girls and Rev. Henry Stout opened one for boys. The common Eng- 
lish branches were taught in school and Bible in the Stout home. 
About fifty girls and thirty boys were soon in attendance. When 
the edicts against Christianity were removed it was decided to 
teach Bible in the schools and to make them openly and boldly 
Christian. But opposition was so strong that the schools had to 
be closed. However, due to the requests of the students the 
schoals were reopened at the home of the missionaries. By the 
kind assistance of Captain Jones, of Kumamoto, a schoolhouse was 
built and the schools continued. 


This concludes the period of preparation, a period in 
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which activity centered in yokohama, and Nagasaki, for mission- 
aries occupied these fields for ten years before they went to 
the important sections of Kobe, Osaka, and Kyoto. 

In 1874, Mrs. J. H. Quimby began to teach a class of 
little girls in Osaka. In 1874 Miss Ellen Eddy took over the 
care of the children and opened a girls' boarding school which 
was called "Light in Darkness School." Later this school, now 
the St. Agnes Girls' High School, was moved to Kyoto and has oc- 
cupied its present site since 1896. 

The Foole Girls' School, Osaka, was not opened until 


1879. 


Aoyania Girls' School, Tokyo, dates from 1874 when Miss 


Dora Schoonmaker opened a school in a house with five pupils. On 
account of opposition they moved five times in nine months, and 
finally landed in a Buddhist temple where they stayed for four- 
teen months. When four of the pupils were baptized in 1876 the 
school was called Kyusei (salvation) Jo Gakko. Between 1877 and 
1881 the school was burned out, occupied temporary quarters and 
moved into its new buildings. Later, the school was divided, 
the lower grades remaining in Tsukiji and the higher grades mov- 
ing to a new site. 

Rev. James Hope Arthur, American Baptist, opened the 
Surugaedai Girls' School, Tokyo, in 1874 on a. site outside Tsu- 
iji. This location made it necessary to have a Japanese “em- 
ployer" and because of this fact the school was constantly in 
trouble. It was not until July 29, 1885, that land was bought, 
buildings erected, and the school established at Surugadai, 


where it remained until 1921, when it was discontinued. 


a 
. av 
; LS i toes ~ Pry 


i : a) 


‘ROY ,tXamaget fas smafolcy af bevadnes ytivivos Aoliw 
. _ 7 

Fr = ddew Neus otvied sissy ast toi ablelt seeds beiquore gaaiis 
na un 


+CJOYS Ome .SHSs0. ,ad0k to anotjiose tasstovwmt edd 
aslo sflosst of neged ydming . .. vem .bVal al 


a edt t9v0 Hood ybba meLlg Sate, val i saliseo ni girtin eLigdilt 
7% ’ 


on W Loose Bttbised ‘eitiy « bensge bas nethbiidos eds to e169 
d t <Lootion aids Istaj. .*.lovwe enendisd ni diyid" boflse 23M 
Pa. OF0YH ot Hevom esw ,foodet dat 'afsid seayga «38 sft 
aie’ €) ~O@BI sorte otis faseeny esti beigus- 
nu beneqo ‘som ean .sipead ,Loomet talxto eloo4 ad? 

F dan OSE 
e BOSE mot? nedsb Sore ¢«loodeoe telat eineyoa 
om ig evil diiw eevee s mt foodies s bsmoeqo texsmacods® sted 
ta ena ai somid evit bevom yors holvinogqo to émtooos 
pipet Yods otadw elymet teaidbbua s ni bebnsl YLant? 
£ ni ‘boxitged o1ew efigqag eit to ‘sol meal .edsnom mood 
IL maendoe sO4H#SD OL (Molsjavise) teauyi beliso asw Lootoa 
ate fasup yistogues beiguooe <JU0 Demiwd asw Loodoe afd [est 
5 aaw Iootos sft .ists] . Rantbhlivda wen asi odak Devon | 
SIR tetgid es Soe i) itive? vi aninisae eobaxy tewoel ent 
oie -Stie wet 8 ed got 
a 4 epgad eteltqad iSoP Toma ttWUEITA SOH BomeL .vak 

(sblstuo atic a mao SY8L al rOYlol ,Loodo’ 'efyio ishayuis2 
a gesnaqel s ovad of neneespor vi obsm moissool eiay att 

© ab yidasseneo say fooroe sf? soait aldd to oavsoed bas *teyolq 
a igued ssw Sasi tsft .d868f CS ylet ittau ton esy $1 -oLdvond 

| \Eebageme 22 wartetiastes Loree od? bas .botosrte egatbiied 


7 
» -Beonttnoosih esy ti-aedw , ivi Litany bexismey ti otedw 


20.6 


We have very little record of any girls' secondary 
schools being organized during this period, although some of the 
girls! boarding schools were either turned into high schools 
later or were divided into the lower and higher grades, e.g., 
Aoyama Girls! School in Tokyo. 

The first Christian School of high grade was Doshiska 
In Kyoto which was established with Mr. Davis as the "employee" 
of Mr. Neesenia. The Girls' Department of Doshisha was begun by 
Miss Starkweather in 1677, in her own house with two boarders and 
three day pupils. The following year a large building was e- 
rected for them. 

One of Japan's most influential colleges had its be- 
ginning in this period, Miss J. E. Dudley and Miss Eliza Talcott 
(Am. Bd.) in 1875, began to teach a few girls and boys in Kobe. 

A yeer later the home Boards provided them with $5,200.00 to 
build and furnish a girls' boarding school. To this the Japanese 
added $800.00 and by 1875 the school opened with five boarders 
and about thirty day pupils. This was the beginning of the well- 
known Kobe College for girls which has done so much for the wo- 
manhood of (Central) Japan for the past fifty years. It also has 
the distinction of being the first school for girls in Central 
Japan. 

In this early period it is stimulating to find that the 
women had an interest in wavintes schools and seminaries and felt 
their need. So we find two Training Schools and two Seminaries 
opened during this time. 

Woman's Evangelistic Training School (Am. Bd.) Kobe, 
was opened in 1880 by Miss J. E. Dudley and Miss Mertha Barrows. 


It was closed, however, at the end of a year, for lack of teachers, 
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and not reopened until 1884. 

| The Department for the Training of Bible Women at the 
American Mission Home in Yokohama was opened in 1881, and con- 
tinued. 

Attention has already been called to the fine work of 
Miss Kidder. Her school grew and the pupils began to. clamor for 
a boarding school. There were many discouragements but finally 
a school was opened in 1875 with fourteen pupils, all of whom 
were old pupils of Miss Kidder's. The name chosen was Ferris 
Seminary and it soon made a good name for itself which it has 
kept to the present day. 

Miss Mary C. Parke and Miss Kate M. Youngman, who 
had been sent out to found a boarding school for girls in Tokyo, 
opened such a school which was known as Graham Seminary. In 
September, 1872, the school on theGinza, which grew out of Mrs. 
Carrothers' school (1869) was united with Graham Seminary. Later 
the Presbyterian Mission bought the Sakurai Girls! School so 
these two were united making a single large and well equipped 
institution which was called the Joski Gakuin. 

This brings us to the end of the first twelve years 
of educational work among the girls of Japan. 

The period which follows is by far the longest, 
though not necessarily the most important. It is truly a per- 
iod of expansion, expansion in numbers and types of schools, 
equipment, preparation of the teaching personnel, curriculum 
and teaching standards, advancement of co-education. It would 
be an impossible task to tellvoof the beginnings of these new 


institutions but we will make a survey (contrast) of the vital 


changes which we find in this period. 
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Probably the most striking fact in the present educa- 
tional situation for women is the amazing development of facil- 
ities for higher education which the opening of some eight hun- 
dred institutions is giving. When we remember the decided op- 
position to education years ago, the present change in public 
sentiment is nothing short of a phenomenon. It shows plainly 
and clearly that the girls of the nation demand education equal 
to that of their brothers. Public sentiment is responsible for 
many of the changes which have taken place in this period. 

"In 1882 there were seven Christian schools for girls 
in Japan. In 19c8 there are £57 Kindergartens, 8 primary 
schools, 40 middle schools, 16 colleges, and 2 universities. 

The total number of pupils under instruction in these schools 
is about £6,000. * , 

This in one word shows us the increase in the number 
of schools which we find for girls in Japan. It also shows 
that the schools ere classified or graded. In 1882 there was 
very little or no distinction in the schools, now we find every 
type of school from the kindergarten through the university, all 
properly classified. 

There has also been an advance in the standard of equip-— 
ment. One of the early schools began in a buiiding that had 
been provided to stabie the missionary's horse. Another school, 
as has peen sald, held its sessions for rourteen months in a 
Buddnist Temple. The present shows us many fine campuses, out 
in the suburbs, away from the factory smoke, with larger and 
more modern quarters. With the enlarging curriculum it was nec- 


essary to have more and better equipment. S60 in most or the 


schuais we find comparatively wodern equipment for teaching 
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28. 
tne sciences, music, and physical education. The Woman's Chris- 
tién College of Japan is typical of many girls! schools in Japan 
SO we read with interest a section from its 1928 Report. "With 
the beginning of the college year in April, 1928, the Woman's 
Christian College of Japan celebrated its tenth anniversary. In- 
valuntarily, one turns back in imagination to the opening day, 
ten years ago, and to the small group of 74 students and to 
those friends of the college, educators and Christian Leaders, 
who met in the dingy hall in Tsunohazn, to celebrate so auspi- 
cious an event as the founding of a Christian College for Japan- 
ese women. | 

Many were the hopes and great were the expectations 
expressed for the future, but in humble gratitude we feel that 
could that band have seen us as we are todey, they would have 
been well content. Our plant with its wide grounds, and the few 
splendid buildings speak of progress,----- but the accomplishment 
of the past ten years is more apparent in the faculty, the group 
of 425 eager and enthusiastic students, in the Alumnae Associa- 
tion. This association.is now made up of 575 young women, many 
of whom are taking an active part in various educational, social 
and evangelistic activities as well as in home duties. They have 
a keen desire to aid the college and have large schemes afloat. 
The first decede has achieved ee ie 

These last remarks lead us to our next consideration, 
namely the change in the teaching personnel. “In the beginning 
of things the only teachers availeble were the women missionaries 
and men trained in the old Confucian methods. Today there is an 
ever increasing supply of able, well trained women teachers." me 


The Christian schools are fast producing efficient 
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teachers who are making excellent records for themselves and their 
schools. Probably this is the most important change which has 
been made in the teaching personnel. 

The wave of specialization has also reached Japan. 
While it is true that a missionary must be able to fit into 
many situations it te also true that she must be very thoroughly 
prepared and efficient in one field. 

The change in curriculum and standards has been re- 
ferred to but we will ennumerate some of the subjects which are 
finding a large place in the program of many of the schools. 

They include English, Music, Sewing, Domestic Science, Physical 
Education, Typewriting, Bible, and Pharmacy. Girls now have the 
opportunity to choose their vocations, so we find many who are 
becoming teachers, including kindergarten and Bible teachers, 
nurses and musicians. 

One of the most interesting developments in connection 
with the great and growing demand for college grade education 
for women is the way in which men's universities are gradually 
opening their doors to women. Three Imperial Universities admit 
women and grant them degrees, one is to have @ special department 
for women specializing in law, economics, and political science. 
Graduates of this college can then enter the University proper 
and receive the same degrees as men. This step marks an inter- 
esting development in co-education. 

The boys and girls are together in the primary schools 
but after that their educetion is in different schools. But there 
is a growing awakening in regard to the need for greater oppar- 
tunities of social intercourse between the sexes. 


"Thus the Christian girls' schools of Japan, four or 
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1. Japan Mission Year Book - 1928 
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30. 
five of which have seen fifty years of service, have not only 
succeeded in planting the seeds of education for women but have 
seen the tree grow until it filis the land, and some of the ideas 


Ps 
for which they have toiled are in a fair way of fulfillment." 
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Chapter II 


The Contributions of Women's Christian Education 
to Various Phases of Japanese Life. 

"Christian Schools have rendered their greatest con- 
tribution to the general culture of the country through the life 
and work of the strong personalities produced in eat 

AS a tree is known by its fruit so the value of the 
girls' Christian schools is judged by the work which the grad- 
uates do after they leave school. We find in most cases the re- 
sults are gr&étifying and the efforts not in vain. When the girls 
have graduated and gone back to their homes friends hear that 
they are faithful. Their work along religious lines cannot be 
over estimated vut vec&ause ol its very n&ture the influence can- 
not be measured in scientific terms. While it is true that as 
yet Oriental custom will not permit women to be pastors, evan- 
gelists or Sunday School superintendents yet these women are very 
influential in these agencies especially in the Sunday schools 
and as Bible women. In a@ remote hamlet a graduate is holding a 
Sunday School. "One of the very girls who used to answer in the 
class on the life of Saint Paul has told the words of Christian 
hope to her mother who is dying in a Buddhist household that is 
hostile to Ae eee are 

We find that there are many and compelling opportun- 
ities open to graduates, especially of a Bible Training School. 
"In city and country, in church and in school, in places of 
humble service and in places of exalting responsibility the grad- 
uates are seeking to so introduce and interpret their Lord that 
many Will be irresistibly drawn to Him and into the circle of 
those who know the joy of His salvation and the blessing of his 
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In the field of education Japanese women are rapidly 
assuming places of responsibility. The day has come when the 
leadership of the girls' schools is naturally passing into the 
hands of Japanese women. Tokyo gives us a fine example of the 
way in which it is putting trained Japanese women at the head of 
its excellent schools and colleges. In Miss Tsuda's College, in 
the Women's Christian University, in Mrs. Hanis! school, in Miss 
Mitanis' prominent, Presbyterian school in Tokyo, and in half a 
dozen others, we see Japanese women principals making a magni- 
ficent contribution to the cause of Christian education. That 
they are able and ready, and that women-managed schools fill a 
great need in the community, is seen in the popularity of the 
schools ane colleges in the capitol which are under Japanese 
women administration. 

The specific contribution of these teachers in educa- 
tional practice has been in kindergarten work, in schools for 
women and girls, and in the subjects of music, physical culture, 
and English, as well as in demonstrating a comparatively free 
type of education. 

Mrs. Sugimoto, who was educated in a well-known school 
in Tokyo, is a fine illustration of the (of the) prominence which 
some of the Christian educated women attain. She is the author 
of "Daughter of a Samurai" and at present is teaching Japanese 
in Columbia University. 

We also find that the Christian educated women are the 
leaders in certain political enterprises. These women are the 
real leaders of the suffrage movement and all movements for so- 
cial reform. They introduced the petitions into Pérliament ask- 


ing for equal opportunities for men and women in politics and in 
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education, and the bili for the abolition of the licensed quar— 
ters. Also in any general women's meeting, such as those held 
by a town or one of the newspapers, the Christian women take a 
prominent part. The practical ability, stead poise, unassuming 
ways, and the quiet power win the confidence of the delegates 
and they are usually given positions of trust and responsibility. 
so we find that in the work of the Young Women's Chris-— 
tian Association, in temperance work, as editors of papers, as 
instructors in the kindergarten, as teachers of English, in the 
diverse fields of social service, and in the realm of the home, 
yes, no matter where they have been placed, the graduates of 
these schools have acquitted themselves splendidly and to the 
glory of their Alma Mater. 

Mrs. Kuboshiro and Miss Hayashi are two outstanding 
women in this field. Mrs. Kuboshiro is a prominent leader in 
the Temperance movement in Japan. Miss Hayaski, active in 
Women's Christian Temperance Union work, has just recently car- 
ried a petition, which has been signed by Japanese women, to the 
London Naval Disarmament Conference. These women are awake to _ 
their world relationship and responsibility. 


Christian schools are largely responsible for the wide 


dissemination of Christian ideas throughout Japanese society. 
The thousands of women who have had Christian train- 
ing are helping to create that public opinion which has found 
expression in the new civil code of Japan, in which the word 
concubine does not appear. 
We know of many cases where the leaven of Christianity 
is working in the Japanese social life. One episode which Michi 


Kawai gives us will suffice, 
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"There was a very attractive country girl who was 
wooed by a very suitable young man of the place. Everybody 
thought it was a good match, but she said "No" to him, because 
he was intemperate. She formed a small league of girl friends 
who vowed that they would not marry any one who was a habitual 
drinker. The young men of the village mocked them at first think- 
ing that the league would soon dissolve, but they were mistaken. 
At last the young men themselves formed an anichedoohar league 
and finally the village became known as a temperance ee 

In four of the schools we find strong parent associa- 
tions which are greatly contributing to the advancement of the 
school. These associations have proven of great value in enlist- 
ing the sympathy and understanding of the parents, which is a 
great asset to any school. 

Another outstanding feature is the slow but steady trend 
toward an understanding of the velue and place of religion in ed- 
ucation. The Japan Mission Year Book of 1928 considers this fact 
the most encouraging feature in the present situation in the 
Christian Girls' Schools. They say emphatically it is the grow- 
ing spirit of understanding of the values and aims of Christian 
education on the part of the general public, the educational au- 
thorities amd the churches. After the recent conference of the 
Webinia es of Girls' High Schools where the need of religious 
instruction was voiced so strongly, a leading Japanese Christian 
said, "Congratulations to the Christian Girls schools. This 
change of sentiment is due to your work. Carry on, you are win- 
ning." 

This attitude is reflected in many schools in the ex- 


cellent spirit of co-operation between the members of the staff, 
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35. 
the happy spirit of friendship between teachers and girls, and 
the enthusiastic support of the graduates. We find in many 
schools an organized alumnae association which is doing active 
work in promoting the idea of religion in education and they have 
also made progress in the reising of endowment funds. It is an 
excellent sign of vitality when the alumnze show such signs of 
initiative. 

The representative of the Educational Office has made 
the attitude of the government clear by stating that though the 
government could not endorse religion as part of the curriculum, 
yet any principal was free to speak himself on religious subjects 
and also to invite others to speak. We, who live ina state 
which forbids speaking of religion in schools, ought to appreciate 
this statement. 

Christian education for girls in Japan from the kinder- 
garten to the university has stood for certain ideals and the 
first of these is woman as an individual. It refuses to consider 
that women's life can be merged in that of child, husband, or 
state. Because she is an individual she must receive all the 
privileges and fulfil the responsibilities which belong to a human 
being. For that reason it has been the endeavor of Christian ed- 
ucation to show the girl her relationship to her Creator, her fel- 
lowman, and to the world around her, so that she can make the 
best possible contribution to her generation. 

These women have felt that they must assert themselves 
as possessors of individuality and souls, and they could not 
efface themselves regardless of right and wrong. There is no 
denying the fact that woman's status has decidedly improved 


through the mission schools for girls throughout the empire. 
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The Christian educated women are the leaders of the 
woman's movement. We are proud that already there are many wo- 
men who are doing wonderful work for political, educational, 
economic, and humanitarian causes by pen and by voice as well 
as by practical work, such as in homes, schools, factories, so- 
cial work, hospitals, and commercial houses. We find that there 
are many of these brave, sincere women with their bit, vision, 
indomitable courage, and warm heart fighting ageinst evils and 
ignorence beceuse they hope for better homes, society and coun- 
try, not only for themselves, but for others, and especially for 
the coming generation. They are ready to sacrifice everything 
for the cause they uphold. 

"In no section of education has Christian education 
had, historically, as much influence as in the field of girls! 
schools. The mayor of Sendai, in delivering a congratulatory 
address at commencement exercises at Shokei Girls! School a good 
many years ago, said in effect that Japan owed a great debt to 
the mission school for girls, not because of the present extent 
of their work, but because in the early years when the govern- 
ment was discouraged, and feared that to educete women was to en- 
danger their moral character, the mission schools still kept on 
and proved it safe to develop the intellects of girls, thus be- 
coming the spur to the government to take heart and go iueae 

"Said a prominent government official: "You missionary 
ladies have done a vastly greater work for Japan than you ever 
dreamed of. Our government had no hope of success in establish- 
ing girls' schools until we were inspired by your successes." Bs 


Thus it came about that eaucational privileges for girls and 


young women have increased. 
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The Christian Girls! schools have elways insisted up- 
on a high mental and moral standard, and they have without doubt 
aroused the public schools to raise their standards and ideals. 
Whatever else may be said, it is acknowledged that mission 
schools as educational institutions, have been models of correct 
pedagogical principles and exemplars of high morelity. 

Referring again to the Japan Mission Year Book for 
1928 we find that the second most encouraging feature in the 
Christian Girls' Schools is the eager desire of the girls for 
all thet is best in life, and their consequent acceptance of 
Christ as Leader and Master. This statement has added signifi- 
cance when we consider the criticism which Christian education 
as an evangelizing agency has received. The number of girls 
who are baptised varies from ten to fifty per cent in the var- 
ious schools, but we know that this does not represent the total 
number of Christians for many girls are earnest Christians but 
have not received permission to be baptised. 

The boarding schools have offered great oprortumities 
because of their possibility for the development of definite 
religious life, of influencing the pupils and helping them to 
Christian life and belief. Christian dormitories and Christian 
night schools are reaching young people. The Christian spirit 
as it effects the life in the dormitory brings results long 
after the time of residence. In the night schools the church 
makes friends with many whom it would not otherwise know. 

The teachers have the joy of reporting a difference 


in the studence even from autumn to spring. One has only to 


saree 


step into the chapel service and hear the heartier singing, 


note the larger attendance, and look about at the many bright, 
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1. Report of Trustees —- Woman's Christian College of Japan 


e. Report of Trustees — Woman's Christian College of Japan 
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earnest faces to see that progress has been made. One says to 
oneself, “Here is gladness in religion, an unmistakable earnest- 
ness and reverence." The morning chepel service which is usally 
led by different members of the faculty is one opportunity for 
a definite religious touch with the students. One student said, 
"Quiet prayer of fifteen minutes in the morning is my motive 
power of the eee 

Of the thirty-eight schools answering a report sent 
out in Japan we get the following: Nine have one hour of regular 
Bible instruction, eight have three hours, one has four hours, 
one has none, though talks are given in chapel service and Young 
Women's Christian Association meetings, bea the remaining nine- 
teen have two hours a week. Miss Yasui of the Woman's Christian 
College of Japan has classes in Christian Ethics which is espe- 
cially important for the new girls. She says, “In my talks on 
morals which I give to the first year students once a week, I 
am trying to bring them into vital touch with the essential na- 
ture of Pebbectawrehee 

Education is the communication of truth through per- 
sonality. The quiet but sure influence of the teachers! lives 
on those of their students has been one of the great contribu- 
tions of Christian education. It is sometimes a shock to a new 
missionary to find that her schedule card is filled up with 
English, gymnasium or sewing classes. However, she has oppor- 
tunities for helping her friends spiritually but these are 
measured chiefly by her own life of prayer. She has the busin- 


ess of teaching some secular ye of the curriculum mornings 


and afternoons. It is her opportunity to think in her morning 


devotion of each girl whom she will meet in the classroom. 
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wome teachers have set apart a time each week when they will 

be in a Japanese room, free to meet any girl who wishes to talk 
of the things of God. The little girls come with questions of 
doctrine or casuistry, the older girls talk over their ambi- 
tions, resources, and their plans for the time after graduation. 
But there is no denying the fact that she is realiy a school- 
teacher and there are times when it is so oppresively apparent 


that she asks herself, “Am I a missionary at all?" “It is for 


the missionary teacher, then," to take the common things of life"- 


the chalk and erasers and reading books and red ink--"and move 
truly among them," striving to set forth in precept and example 
the elements of Christian truth, that from among the thousands 
ot education-hungry Japanese girls there may flower Christian 
womannood." , 

There are various forms of Christian activities such 
as Sunday Schnoal work, Girl Guides, Young Women's Christian As- 
sociation, King's Daughters, etc., where the girls have meetings 
for prayer and work. The depth of the religious spirit of the 
giris 1S shown in the way they carry out their projects and the 
great emphasis they place on prayer. These organizations are 
also important because of the fine opportunities which they of- 
fer the girls to develop their own initiative and test their re- 
lationship with Christ their Saviour. 

Probably the most valuable material we could get would 
be the testimonies of the girls themselves and especially if ; 
apontaneous expressions could be secured. When R. L. Anderson 
assigned the topic, "Why I Am Glad I Entered this Coliege," for 
the composition of a certain week, she round that she had some 


choice bits for the girls wrote 'rignt out of their hearts." 
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40. 
The following facts and quotations will be of interest. 

Forty of the 61 girls mentioned the religious side of 
sehool life. (including three or four girls who are not Chris- 
tians.) 

Twenty out of 41 sophomores expressed their high re- 
gard for their President. (The 20 freshmen had been in school 
only @ month). 

Thirty of the 61 students had praise for their tea- 
chers in general. 

Forty of the 61 students are Christian girls (not the 
exact 40 above). Four sophomores, each a lovely girl, have be- 
come Christians since they entered a year ago. 

Let us hear what two freshmen say, 

"Love is the best through all our lives. We always 
want to give it and receive it. But we have so many desires 
that we often forget to give it. When I first entered this col- 
lege I was deeply ashamed at heart and at the same time I felt 
extreme gladness. For all the teachers and older students were 
very kind to us, and love, lignt and freedom, filled in the 
school. JI am happy now. I 4m glad I entered this coliege.* 

"Now I am a student of my ideal school and full of 
gladness almost ali the time. What mekes me so glad to enter 
this coliege? There are lots of things that make me glad. Of 
course, I like to study. I enjoy my lessons. JI have many good 
teachers who teach me and lead me very kindly, and friends also. 
‘There is enough opportunity to get whatever I want--knowledge, 
and the most essential thing to live, a spiritual life. The 
beauty of nature around the school is wonderful and it is too 


lovely for words. Ali these things are the causes of my gladness. 
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4l. 
But especially I am glad to be able to live a happy life with 
God." 

The following extracts ere what some of the sophomores 
Say about it. 

"AS I thought that life is finally solitary, with no 
parents, no brothers and sisters and friends, I wanted from the 
depth of my heart to depend on something eternal. I was seek- 
ing for it for a long time, but recently I have found that God 
is going to save me forever by His only Son, and to give me the 
best way to lead my life. I have determined to devote myself 
for Christ and His cross; that is the most reality above any- 
thing else.* 

4 seine aie Lately, I feel keenly how it is precious and joy- 
ful to find out God." 

"To my joy I have many religious teachers in the college 
toc. They tell us their religious experiences in the chapel 
service. Sometimes something which is precious touches me." 

"To have religion is the beginning of education, I 
think. * 

"Il adore our president-~such a fine character! I re- 
spect our teachers~-kind and wise. Then I love our friends-- 
frank and sincere. Every morning's service keeps me looking up 
to heaven.*® : 

"By tne ehkp et service of every morning and by the oc- 
casional lectures something deep in my heart has awakened. What 
it is I cannot express, but I surely feel it.* 

"Through the assistance of our teachers and the per- 
fection of our regulations we are brought up to this woménhood, 


virtuous and educated. The real aim of our school is to give 
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42. 
us something spiritual while we are students." 

"There is something in this coliege which cannot be 
explained plainly but it infiuences us when we are not aware of 
Lt.---—— It is the best way to call it 'something,*® and I think 
it is only in @ Christian coliege.* 

"I am very glad I entered this coliege. Because an 
educational policy of this college is character-building." 

"Not many people in Jepan know God. Fortunately we 
have the honor to be called students of Woman's Christian Col- 
iege---That this college has a tendency to value human spirit 

than 
more/human brain is my greatest joy." 

"The atmosphere is filied with the love of Christ. Phil- 
osophy of the Christian religion that others do not know we are 
given to appreciate. Oh, I should be a woman of character. We 
should be.* 

We will give only a few sentences from one of the sen- 


iors wno wrote on "What Four Years in the College have meant to 


"Generaliy speaking, each schoal of itself makes a sort 
of special atmosphere about it, and I found the one here, before 
long, arter I had entered. It was wnat I could have never im- 
agined in @ government school where I had been educated; and it 
grasped my mind with @ strong impression at the very entrance 
of my new Lifei----- 

ea tha Even tnough @n appetite far knowledge 1S strong, 
stronger 18 @ thirst for true Celis. Gh. A—-< Fortunately, how- 
ever, I could hold my faith in God and in His Son:till today.----- 
The Y.U-C-A. in the college served very often to draw me back 


to the right way trom the temporary going astray. If anyone 
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asks me what is the richest harvest. during the four years in 
this Christian Coliege I will not nesitete to answer that it 
1s really found in my religious Life. 

—--~-Hducation gave me in trust a rough diamond; now 
it is my duty and privilege to polish it into a fine radiant 
jewel by means of my acquired Knowledge and power. JI cannot 


help feeling a great responsibility to do this task." 
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_ Chapter III 
Fields in Which Japanese Christian Women Can Serve. 


I. The rural problem and Christian women. 

From time immemorial the Japenese have been agricul- 
turists. The majority of her people have been tillers of the 
Soll and in the feudal period they ranked next to the Samurai 
in national importance and social scale. 

Although the emphasis has been changed from farm to 
factory the 5U,000,00U0 farmers, which constitute 48 per cent of 
the population and produce 52.5 percent of the nation's annual 
productive wealth, still remain a potent factor. 

Here the brawn of the nation is reared for physically 
they rank higher than the city people. Hence comes the sturdy, 
docile, courageous and patient soldiers. Here are rasied boys 
and girls by the hundreds of thousands who must at an early age 
begin to earn a living. This is the hunting ground for those 
who seek for builders of railroads, factory hands, domestics, 
baby-tenders, hotel-giris, and occasionaliy concubines, geishas, 
and prostitutes. 

Although tne rural problem is one of Japan's greatest 
there are several characteristics of and facts about the farmers 
which make the situétion more hopeful. 

The farmers are docile, kindly, loyal, quiet, gentle 
folk, rich in the spirit of amiability. They are independent, 
self-reliant in spirit and desire and expect to stand on their 
own feet. 

We find a strong community and co-operative spirit and 


their love of locality,is pronounced. AS a result of this spirit 


we find 14,000 farmers! co-operative societies with a membership 
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of 5,600,000 and farmers! credit unions with a eapital of 
@L,800,000,000.00 

The people are conservative, uneducated, hard-working, 
and under the influence of the village priest. Although cling- 
ing to the old paths hinders change and progress yet it makes 
for moderation in attitude and chalianges ultra-radicalism in 
thought end action. 

In spite of the large number of tenants there is an 
increase of small proprietorships and there is a larger percent- 
age of property owners than in any other business. The small 
proprietorships make for safe political and social development 
and also influence for good the moral and spiritual life of the 
farmers. 

In the cultivation of the soil farmers' wives and dau— 
ghters share equally with men the toil of planting and reaping 
the’ crops. In the cultivation of eee the most important and 
the hardest work of the farmer, it is often the women who plant 
it spear by spear in regular rows, and it is they who "puddle® 
the paddy-fields with their hands four or five times in the 
course of the season. The women are so important during this 
geason that these days are called the "women's daimio days." Let 
us not forget however that tne regular work of cooking and car- 
ing for the childreh must go on. 

In spite of fatigue, rice-planting, with its hope, 
social intercourse, rest days and festivals, has its charm for 
those who have been reared in farmers' homes. Miss onetalel 
of the Doshisha Girls' Schools, says it is interesting to note 


how country girls get restless at rice-planting time, and for 
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one reason or anotner usualiy succeed in getting excused from 
School work, to be off to the homes and snare in the toils and 
Joys of the season. 

Probably tea-picking is the pleasantest farm of toil 
undertaken by farmers! wives and daughters. The labor comes in 
the spring end early summer when the weather is delightful. It 
gives opportunity for social intercourse that 1s highly appre- 
ciated. Rice-planting and tea-picking constitute the two ex- 
tremes of laborious and delightful toil engaged in by Japan's 
agricultural women. 

"Miss Bacon, in her excellent work on "Japanese Girls 
and Women" says: "There seems no doubt at all that among the 
“peasantry of Japan one finds the women who have the most free- 
dom and independence. Among this class, all through the country, 
the women, thougn hard-worked and possessing few comforts, lead 
dives of intelligent, independent labor, and have in the family 
positions as respected ana nonored as those neld by women in 
America. --+-= Tne Japanese peaSant woman, when she marries, works 
side by side with her husband, finds life full of interest out— 
side of the simple household work, and as the years go by, her 
face shows more individuality, more pleasure in life, less suf- 
fering and disappointment than that of her wealthier and less 
hard-working sister." 

Those who want to improve the condition of present-day 
Japan should go into the villages and study thew! The farmers 
and their families do not present a happy appearance, and the 
real reason is malnutrition. We are alarmed at the rapid de- 


crease of the farming class wnich in 1897 constituted 87 percent 
of the population and today stands at 48 percent. However, we 
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are not so surprised when we bring to mind some of the existing 
conditions. 70 to 8U percent of the small proprietor and ten- 
ant farmers are fighting poverty and these farmers are carrying 
a debt of £,000,00U,000 dollars. A survey of 40 villages showed 
that each individual farmer was living on eight cents a day, 
spends less than five doliars a year for clothes and still 
closes the year with a deficit of pon. Ud. Sixty-six percent of 
the farmers live in rented heaeeae | 

In order to continue to carry on these farmers in- 
crease their income by means of auxiliary work and the labor of 
their children and because they cannot possibly get along with- 
out the labor of their Little children we find them weaving bar- 
ley straw, making ropes and fish baskets. In many parts of the 
world now chiid labor is forbidden but this does not affect 
these viliage children with faces pale from malnutrition: 

The smali percentage of tiliable land which is avail-— 
able makes a real problem when the population is increasing at 
the rate of 875,00U in 19€5 and 1,00U,00U0 in 1926 and the maxi- 
mum possibility beyond that already tilled is 3,750,000 acres. 

We find that there is a tremendous reaction against 
farm life on the part of the youth of the rural area. Rural 
Japan has been brought into vital contact with modern city life 
through travel, newspapers, magazines, and young people who 
have returned. The contrast of the farmer's lot and manner of 
life as compared with his city brother has started a terrific 
drift from the farms to the city. Farmers like to marry their 
daughters to city wage earners, girls flock to the city factor- 
ies, the absence of girls in the homes, fieids, and festivals 

make it lonely and force the young men to join the trek to the 


cities. 
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The agrarian awakening in Japan is materialistic in 
its tendency and is neglecting the Spiritual and moral force. 
This movement seems to have gotten under way faster than in 
other nations in its sweep, its bitterness, and its strength. 

In 1925 there were 2,206 riots and disputes involving 101,393 
tenants and £5,950 landlords and 8U percent of these were disputes 
over the question of rent. 

The farmer's income aliows no margin for cuitural, ed- 
ucational and social needs. A survey in one of the prefectures 
“shows that proprietor farmers spend oniy 3.5 percent for these 
purposes while the tenant is so pressed that he spends 00.4 per- 
cent for cultural, educational and social vate We can read- 
ily see that the farmers are not sharing in the benefits of the 
modern material and spiritual advance - culture is city-centered 
in Japan. Physicians, nurses, dentists, hospitals, ete., are 
not available for the farmer. Even in the progressive area of 
Osaka Prefecture there are 77 villages without a physician. 

Can we wonder that some of Japan's keenest and most 
resourceful men find this is an immense problem with which Chris- 
tian men and women must cope. 

However, we must not paint everything in dark colors 
for some progress has been made and we find some hopeful as-— 
pects. We wili mention these briefly. Japan's universal sys- 
tem of primary education reaches practically every farmer's boy 
and girl. The prevalence of educational privileges, political 
rights and democratic ideas hes brought about a social awaken- 
ing among the farmers. Every male over <5 years of age has the 
privilege of the ballot and this gives the farmer a new sense of 


dignity and power. The organization of farmer-labor political 
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parties and farmers' unions indicates that the farmer is deter- 
mined to usher in a better day. That the nation is awakening to 
the dire straits of its farming class is shown in its land leg- 
islation which mekes provision for loans at a low rate of in- 
terest to tenants who desire to purchase their land. The new 
generation of farmers have a different thought world opened to 
them through the cultural and educational rrogram of the nation- 
wide organization of Young Men's Organizations. 

Christian work among country people is now recognized 
as the strategic opening in Japan. Sixty percent of all Prot- 
estant missionaries are fownd in the eight largest cities, yet 
three-fourths of the population of Japan is found outside the 
cities, in small towns and farm villages. If Christienity is 
to permeate Japanese society, the laborers, the fishermen, the 
farmers, and the artisans must be reached. ural Japan with 
its nearly 5U,00U,00U people, almost half the nation's popula- 
tion, is virtualiy untouched territory. Helf of the towns with 
a population over 5,000 are unoccupied by Christian forces. In 
Shiga Prefecture there are 191 villages with an average popula- 
tion of 2,60@ and in these 101 villages there is but one church, 
one preaching place and nine Sunday ns a ik Fhis is typical 
of the situation ali over the Empire. 

Since today the rural problem has become a major one 
in Japan as a whole, and people are trying to solve it by mater- 
ial means only, the Christians should once more put forth every 
effort to bring the spirit of Christ into the viliages. Not 
only can the Christian women play an important part here but 


they have a definite responsibility, @ place which cannot ade- 
quately be filled without them. For this reason we will list 
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50. 
several constructive means by which the Japanese Christian 
girls and women can and wili make a definite contribution not 
only in bettering the social position of the farmers but also 
by bringing them into relationship with Jesus Christ. 

1. By the attitude of Christian women and girls the 
social standing of farmers can be raised to one of dignity and 
respect. If they make a concerted effort, both in private con- 
versation and action, and in public address and acknowledgment 
they could do a great deal to inf luence public opinion in @ 
favorable way. 

«. It is obvious that village evangelism needs special 
attention in Japan, but it needs also a special method. For that 
purpose it is necessary to make a thorough study of village psy- 
chology and social conditions. It may be described as under- 
standing the rural culture. 

4. It is very difficult to go into every village so 
one effective metnod of evangelizing these scattered villages 

is to invite their potential leaders to a local centre and there 
conduct a Rural Gospel Institute. Kagawa has found both boys 
and girls schools effective, not only in evangelizing the lea- 
ders but also by the fine work which they do in the villages 
upon their return. This combines two principles for -evangelig- 
ing the peasants, that is, adult education and the co-operative 
movement. This approach makes entrance into their hearts a 
matter of no difficulty. 

4. An itinerating Rural Gospel School or Peasants! 
Evangelistic School (they are the same thing) wili prove a fine 
scheme to propagate Christianity. 


5. Another plan is itinerating lectures on various 
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subjects given in the public Hall. These are very popular. 

6. A different phese of this work would be lantern 
meetings on temperance, health and Bible subjects given in the 
viliages. 

7+ Some religious films could be used to good advan- 
tage also. 

8. Women could be very helpful by organizing Christian 
clubs. 

9. Boys', girls', and women's English classes gener- 
ally have good attendance and progress rapidly in learning Eng- 
lish, Bible lessons, and singing. 

10. A club of teachers may meet for tea and study some 
late books and the Bible. 

li. Women's cooking classes are very popular and com- 
bine the practical with Bible study and hymn-singing. 

lé. A “Friends Club" of Christian girls may have a 
most profitable time singing and doing Bible study in Japanese. 

1S. Ar adelestent giris' club can do much to instil 
Ghristian principles in the lives of the girls. 

14. Contact with many new people can be made through 
various three-day Institutes, Knitting, Children's Clothes, 
First Aid, Summer Diseases, and Food are some of the most bene- 
firial. 

15. Women's bazaars, inspection trips, lunches, etc., 
prove profitable as well as interesting. 

16. Many children as weli as women can be reached 
through Sunday Schools. Usualiy surrounding village work opens 


up faster than leaders can be Supplied. Many of these neighbor- 
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hood Sunday Schools are held in the homes of young people who 
have, themselves, been benefitted. The women plan an important 
part as teachers and promoters of such Sunday Schools. though 
they are not often the Superintendent. 

17. Because of Japanese custom it is not possible, 
as yet, for women to be pastors and in that capacity to hold 
preaching services but there are many ways in which they can 
greatly aid the worship services. 

18, Another method of work among the peasants is the 
use of tracts and leaflets, but we must take cere to send to the 
peasants material suited to their life. 

19. It is possible in the Sunday School papers to 
print the seasons for seed growing, the peasants will take them 
with gratitude and keep them a long time. 

20. Tract distribution at big festivals meets with 
success. The women stand at the gates as the people leave to go 
home and they almost always meet with courtesy and actually hun- 
dreds ask for the tracts. 

al. Doctors say patients are most grateful for a 
change of literature in the waiting-rooms and often ask to take 
it home. This literature can also be left in the barber-shops. 

cae Some of the farmers are taking newspapers and many 
of the children can now read so newspaper evangelism is going 
to be a very effective way of sowing the Gospel seed. 

25. Medical missions such as those in the slums of 
the large cities are badly needed in the country. Contrary to 


the situation in the slum settlements, the country medical miss- 


ions wili be partly self-supportings 
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e4. Midwives are good evangelists in the villages. 

«0. Children's work is also needed in the country as 
their mortality is much greater than in the city. 

a6. Dentists are also much in demand and people are 


always ready to listen to them. 


II. What Christian women can do to help solve industrial 
problems. 

In Japan the old tranquil dreamy life of the Orient 
is gone. Modern industrialism with its machinery, hurry, and 
rush, has banished the majestic peace of the old days. Indus- 
trialism has come to stay. More and more it will dominate the 
nation's life. 

Within fifty years Japan has passed through the same 
experiences which some of the advanced nations of Europe and 
America have experienced over a much longer period of time. The 
people have derived large benefits from the merchant marine, 
railroads, educational institutions and numberless other modern 
accommodations. 

On the other hand, as a result of the advance of mod- 
ern industrialism there has been a beginning of a massing of 
land holdings, the concentration of capital, an assembling of 
the population in the cities and an increase of a propertyless 
laboring ee In other words not only is this advance of in- 
dustrialism advantageous in many weys, but it is also creating 
many social problems. We wili ennumerate some of these condi- 
tions which deal particularly with the women and girls. 

The cost ot the industrial revolution in terms of hu- 


man life and character has been even more stupendous than the 
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cost in terms of beauty and simplicity. 

The condition of the &,098,046 women working in the 
Spinning factories is the most tragic. We find the girls hired 
from country homes to the average spinning mili by stories of 
the pleasures and high wages of the city are generally doomed 
to a life of drudgery, disiliusionment, and temptation. Three- 
quarters of the girls in these milis are housed in barrack-Like 
company dormitories. Lest any statements which might be made be 
discounted as mere rhetoric, we wili quote from a careful ad- 
dress made in 1941 before an association of upper class women, 
by Mr. Bunji Suzuki, an influential labor leader and an educated 
man of conservative temper. "He said: "The conditions of young 
women employed in the spinning milis is particularly shocking. 
Of some 700,000 women employed in them today over 75 per cent 
must live in dormitories furnished by the mill owners, in dark 
and dismal common rooms without any ventilation. Bathing and 
toilet racilities are better imagined than described. They ail 
Sleep together in these huge prison-like places. Two or three 
girls sleep together on one large mattress supplied by the fac— 
tory, end in summer or winter only one thin inadequate covering 
is given them. Tne girls go to bed with their clothes on in 
winter in order to Keep warm. In summer they lie around in 
varying degrees of nakedness, in hot, ill-smeiiing rooms, with- 
out a breath of fresh, decent air. As they work in day and 


night snifts, these mattresses are in use without rest, day and 


night." 
The monotony and high pressure of factory work leave 


them so jaded that only highly spiced diversions will satisfy. 


They become sophisticated_and blasé. Coarse pleasures and 
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hardened companions sear the conscience. The whole Setting of 
life is dwarfing and demoralizing. 

The modern mines are almost as much a product of ma- 
chine industry es the factories. In some ways the conditions in 
the Japanese mines are even worse than in the spinning mills. 
When Rev. T. Kagawa investigated the coal mines of Kyushiu his 
discoveries were so damaging that he was forbidden to publish 
part of his report. The fact that of the entire number of those 
who are at work down in the mines almost one third - 75,436 - 
are women is something which Christians cannot overlook. Mr. 
Suzuki gives us a vivid picture of the treatment of women in 
the mines. He said: In 1917 the number of women employed in the 
mines of Japan was 70,000. Today that number is greater by over 
6U,0Q0. Most of them are between sixteen and twenty years of 
age, and they work in the pits along with the men. Very few 
men are employed in gold, silver, and cppper mines, but most of 
them in the coal mines. Twenty percent of all the laborers in 
the coal mines today are women. They are usually employed to 
earry baskets filied in the pits. They work in the bowels of 
the earth, naked like the men, wearing only a little breech 
clout. There is no ventilation and no discipline in their sur- 
roundings. They are so like animals that they can hardly be 
calied human. There are other women who work outside the pits; 
their work too is very hard. But mines are usually far away 
from villages, and as the laborers do not see many people out; 
side, they do not have much chance to complain where it wili do 
any good. Mine-owners, therefore, have been successful in kKeep- 
ing stories of the ill-treatment of their women very quiet. But 


those who can read statistics realize from the number of still- 
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born children and the number of deaths of newly born children 

in mining communities, that working and Living conditions in 
them must be awful. At the mines no one makes complaints; but 
these statistics cry to heaven against conditions in mining dis- 
Ptiecseas 

Even where allowance is made for the welfare work which 
is done by some of the larger companies and the kindly interest 
of some of the proprietors in their employees, the state of af- 
fairs brought on by this whirlwind expansion of industrialism 
is startling. 

In spite of the great strides made by scientific med- 
icine in Japan the physical well-being of the nation is being 
menaced. Dr. Ishihara has made a most careful study of the 
Health of Women Factory Operatives and in his monograph we find 
these ratner startling facts. "Night work by 1,550 girls who 
were studied showed an average less of one and one-fifth to two 
and one-half pounds during the five day period of night labor 
and a net loss of two-thirds of a pound even after the succeed- 
ing five day period of daytime labor. What wonder that they so 
readily fali victims to tubercular and nervous troubles! In 1913 
the factories had to recruit 200,000 new girls from country dis- 
tricts. The number of new recruits is said to have grown to 


more than 500,000 annualiy, a serious drain upon the nation's 


Rie 
vital resources." 


Out of those annually recruited over one third return 
home within a year, and one-sixth of these because of serious 
illness: Tuberculosis heads the list, and the victims become 
the carriers ot disease to their native villages. Government 


statistics show that out of every 100 girls to enter upon fac- 
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tory work 25 die within one year of their return home and 50% 

of this number is from Suan. If we aditogether the 
deaths of the women in the factories and those who have returned 
home we find the ratio is nearly three times as high as the or- 
dinary aeath rate for women and it is higher for women than in 
any other occupation. 

Weltare workers and social students agree that factory 
tite has been one of tne large causes of juvenile delinquency 
and sexual immorality. In March 1919 there were 121,994 girls 
under 15 years of age and about 360,000 who were between 13 and 
17 years of age. Many of these girls tire of the low pay and 
drudgery of factory life end so are lured into service as wait- 
resses and then descend by easy steps into a life of crime or 
wice. Many of them are ruined before they leave the factory. 

Of the criminal girls arrested in Osaka for’ a cértain® period, 
49 percent had been factory heuaas 

Industrialism in Japan is like a stream with two forks, 
one bright and gay, bearing gold, enjoyment, and luxury, the 
other dark and putrid with the wreckage of human beings. Some of 
the large factory owners are giving gifts and making contribu- 
tions to Japan in many ways but these are powerless to purify 
the poisoned biood of the system. If we foliow the other stream 
we find the slums, ante-rooms of hell, where thousands of hu- 
man beings swarm, open sewers and germ-haunted kennels multiply 
disease. Beggars, criminals, gamblers, and abandoned women, are 
the quarter's leading citizens. It is true these slums repre- 
sent the cess-pool of Japanese industrialism, but it is a pool 
which is incessantly replenished by the men end women flung off 


like broken pieces from the fast flying wheels of the economic 


mai. 


an - il ’ om a 


18 snort miuser poakeig Dte 2890 weet ath e& stiow x 
; © + aoe 
Be “UT " alun Eibaonie : et tec ibis to. 


om overt GHW Séont bas soitosos? afd il gemow ext to adteeb 


pa ‘#8 agid es eenis gous yiteen si oltst sd} Sait ow emor 
$ Meligow TOL Tenzin os. Ji ous aomow 10% Bier AsAah Cate 
raoivequaso s9ase Yas 
S91gs etaohoie Lsivoe bus evealiow oretlel 
i1eb efinevul, to eeruso egisl offs 1G ef0 meed ast pus 
00, 18150 hae @fei dots nl + ythisvoom! fsyxee bas 
fone ote" ort G00 ,U0c Jods oS Sg2 lo eteey Ol tepay 
5 Poi-edd to etis-elvig easnt to yam rere To aTaey Tx 
wy risa odai boewwLl sts oe bits til yrosost ro Yreqburb 
Weiliso Yo ‘ott. = oink aqsss yess yd Basosed meds bine s9neet 
ack veol yeds ototsa Deaivt ete mend ” yas .aote 
aff aisv 02 Sot BAKe0 Tin beseot1s eLtly Leaimiro ona t0. 
+a abated Ae one feed bei Jaoo%eg, Gs 
| Aue: vila a Bess el taal: at Periiycavin 
eas muxol his ,smemyopns ,bioy griteed , yey ous ad! sao 
a Pawst to Susrncorw aus oitiw binieg has wish Tedso 
gd i 7 is Hod grrintsti Ore -ettig gaivig evs ereaws. Grotost, eatee eas 
i sesistivve G14 oasis Jud aye Yen ml aaqst os emoLs 
; a. Sai woitot ow ii -museye gig To boold Henoeieg sas 


f eae eteniw ,iied to amvowelas ,amule ons bail ow: 
@ elonmex taco ateas ial DRS. eyrsve8s nego ,Utswe apaied mem 
bp tm bas @teldusg ,aledtimits ,atagged -ogaecib 
ry ‘ehwl 2 Gass outs @i JI .senseisio yakbest alvessaup EY i 
ai Fi 3d iain seensqel, te Sper-eaee angie cen ; 
) memow ide de eds yd bedeineigos anerceont SL < tow 
wmos ae Ao uisodw gniyl? tesi edt mord povely a aprlord ievtl : 


ar le 
a - : 7 1 Ry 
7 é - a a Oh, Ti 


siou 

There are certain essential matters which should be 
especially considered by Christians. In some of these phases 
women can play an important and direct part while in others their 
part wili be indirect although not without great value. These 
are as follows: 

l..Bettering the present condition of child and female 
labor. 

©. The abolition of public prostitution. 

Oo. Education for Sniaen of laborers. 

4. Temperance reform. 

Oo. Relief of the unemployed. 

6. Tne establishment of a minimum wage. 

7. Abolition of night work and over-long hours. 
8. The prevention of poverty. 

Y. Tne betterment of relations between employees and 
employers. 

10. Provision covering cases of iliness. 

li. A principle of distribution concerning factory 
districts. 

lz. The establishment of healthful recreational centers. 

The Christian women of Japan have a definite respon- 
sibility in the industrial problems whieh confront their nation. 
Tne time is past when tuey as an influentiai part of the nation, 
can sit at nome anda say tney are not interested in the factory 
problems and tne lives o1 tne workers. It 1s true that tne 
people are indebtea to féctories lor ciothing, for food, ror 
the very essentiais of life, ana since the wneels of progress 
cannot be turned back, they ali belong to a great Consummers! 
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tnrough the one channei of preaching 18 not sufficient to reach 
the tives of aii the peopie. The first thing, tnen, that tne 
Christian giris and women must nave is interest. 

The secona thing tor the giris end women to do is to 
inform themselves. Their duty today is to reaily understand 
social probiems and tnat requires tnat one be informed. fMTnis 
can effectively be done through the schools, clubs, lectures, 
observation trips, newspapers, ete. By these methods they can 
make @ fundamental survey of industrial problems and a survey 
of the condition of the laborers. 

If the women are interested and next informed the 
next thing which 1s absolutely necessary, is Conviction. The 
present probdiems are very different from those of the past and 
so the Cnristian women are asked to think out the real implica- 
tions of Gnrist's teaching without prejudice or preconception 
and then pray for courage to act. In the penetration of the 
industry of Japan with the Gospel, we must first attain to the 
conviction that we can ectually influence Japanese industry 
with the Gospel. Conviction is essential. The Bolshevistic 
propaganda is making rapid headway in Japan because they have 
no fear of prison or of anything else. The Christians also 
must have a daring spirit, and the conviction that the Gospel of 
Christ is the only solution. 

The women must do a great deal by influencing the so- 
cial thought of the country. Although this is an indirect 
method it is nevertheless very important. They should give cen- 
sure and guidance regarding present day materialistic thought. 
Atheistic Marxism should be censured. Mammonism and the all- 


mighty-doliarism should be expelled. They should censure the 
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tendencies toward reactionary Fascism, uitra-patriotism, and 
imperialism. The Christian women can function indirectly as 
@ critic and a guide of the various movements in the indus- 
trial world. It is theirs also to give the restless social 
heart of the present time authoritative ideas and objectives 
for human life. 

The methods tor penetrating into industrial society 
witn the Gospel of Christ are not simple. However, there are 
many which are fruitful if only given a proper trial. Some 
which wili be mentioned have already been effectively worked 
out in a few cities. 

Ll. The Cell System: This is simply that in factories, 
in the stock exchange, in each occupational grouping, there are 
some Christians, actualiy members of and permanently partici- 
pating in the Life of each group, in this way gradually working 
to influence others. 

ae Distrioution of Christian Literature adapted to 
the Purpose. This is one of the first things that can be done 
but these tracts and leaflets must be distributed by the thou- 
sands and by the millions. These tracts must not be couched 
in old-fashioned theological phraseology but must be written 
in the colloquial. The distribution can most effectively be 
done if one is on hand when the vast numbers of labourers are 
entering the factory gates in the early morning, or at 4 A.M. 
when the longsnoremen go to the seashore early in the morning. 
At such times as these the distributors must be on hand to give 
them pamphiets and leaflets. 


5. Working girls' homes under Christian influence 


are a very important means of approach to many girls. These 
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places should be self-dependent institutions, manned by two or 
three strong Christian women. Not only should they provide suf- 
ficient fresh air, nourishing food, adequate bedding, clean 
rooms, and wholesome recreation, but also moral and reiigious 
instruction, and some education. These homes would not only 
counteract the terrible dormitories but would raise and train 
womenhood in @ positive way. The Matsuyama Working Girls! Home 
has broken down opposition, attained conspicuous successes, 

and is an excelient dvattdte of what can be done. 

4. A very necessary institution in the evangelization 
of the working classes is the settlement. The most outstanding 
forms of work which can be done are night schools and classes, 
reading rooms, consultation and advice clintes, work among chil- 
dren, playgrounds, and clubs. Here is a boundless opportunity 
open to Christian forces to do a work which, among the working 
people, wili commend Christianity with greater emphasis and 
with a more permanent intluence than could possibly be done by 
the older method of preaching or ordinary church work alone. 

5. Education for this class of people is a difficult 
problem and the solution of it lies in several channels. We 
have reasonito believe that Christian commercial schools for 
women, industrial schools, kindergartens and primary schools 
for very poor, illegitimate, and employees! children, and 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools all have a great influence and are 
effective means of doing a Christian form of educational ac- 
tivity. The night schools and classes given at the settlements 
are also helping to solve the educational needs. 


6. Sometimes the work for girls takes the form of 


vacation house-parties, when little groups live together in the 
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missionary's home for a week or ten days in a healthy schedule 
of work and play, and get with their Bible study a taste of 
real friendship and a first-hand impression of how Christ re- 
veals Himself in the daily Lives of His followers. 

7. One of the facts which should be the most encourag— 
ing is that at present there are openings for trained women to 
fil. positions of responsibility and influence--but are the 
Christian women ready? Mr. Ogame, Chief of Osaka Fu Factory 
Inspectors, is earnestly trying to secure the services of a 
woman factory inspector who is also trained as a physician. The 
day of her advent will be a joyful one for the future indus- 
trial women of Japan to celebrate. 

There 1s also need of women of high standard of edu- 
cation and motive as probation officers. Tne Juvenile Court 
Judge in Osaka said that in all his Kansai District he has two 
hundred volunteer assistants and of that number only two are 
Cnristian women, one of them & Roman ceaieieay Their judge 
has made an appeal - he is himself a Christian - to know why 
Christian women are not more concerned in social work. 

Christian matrons of dormitories and boarding schools 
is another type of work which demands the attention and consi- 
deration of Christian women. 

In bringing this discussion to a close may the Japan- 
ese Christian women hear Isabelle McCausland as she pei "May 
I leave with you for future thought as to our decidedly unfin- 
ished, nay, our not-yet begun task along social and industrial 
and agrarian lines 1n Japan, a question and a quotation? 

The question is from the British C.B—.P.H.C. ques-— 


tionnaire on 'The Social Function of tne Church,! and it reads: 
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"Do you think the present training given to our religious lea- 
ders is in any way inimical to their alertness to the social 
issues which demand Christian solution?! Is that question 
possibly as weli wortn our consideration in Japan as they 
thought 1t was in England in 1924? 
And the quotation, a favourite one of mine which I 
hope no one may misunderstand, is this: 
'God nas a thousand books of our prayers unopened 
upon his shelves - 
So many things we beg Him to do we ought to be doing 
gurselves.' " 
III The place which women can take in the professions. 
It is indeed an encouraging sign to note that a large 
per cent of the girls upon leaving the school take up one of the 
professions and in that capacity are efficient. The majority of 
the Christian girls have a sense of gratitude for the privilege which 
is theirs and at the same time they feel their responsibility. 
Probably more girls enter the profession of teaching 
than any other. They have made splendid progress in kindergar- 
ten work, girls' schools, and administrative work. In spite of 
the progress already made there is stili much to be done. How- 
ever, we will not say more now as the problem is dealt with in 
more detail in Chapters II and IV. 
The medical profession is also making its appeal to 
Christian young women. We find that in the last few years the 
nurses' course has been very popular. 
In the medical profession ve find four types of work 


by which Christian women could do much for the cause of Christ. 


Japanese women_have qualities which make them fine 
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nurses. A Christian nurse has the opportunity to touch the 
heart and reveal Christ's love in a way understood by all people. 
As we have said there are many who have taken up this profes-— 
sion but there is still need for more consecrated, educated 
Christian women who are efficient both in ministering to the 
physical and spiritual needs of the people with whom they come 
in contact. | 

Midwifery is one phase of this profession which is 
open to Christian women. It should, however, be stated here that 
the women have teken up this phase of work more than any other. 
In fact,they have been criticised because they could not see be- 
yond their particular work to the crying needs in other fields 
of the medical profession. I believe it was Toyohiko Kagawa 
who criticised the women for believing the midwife's service was 
the oniy work to be considered in tne medical profession. 

A few women are now venturing forth on the long and 
trying path to become doctors and physicians. As in other coun- 
tries women, and especially Christian women, can render a parti- 
cular infiuence in this field. 

Probably the field which has been most neglected is 
that of public health instructors. Trained women are needed to 
teach in centers such things as balanced meals, nutritious 
hun¢eches, proper care of the body, proper sleep habits, health 
habits and ideals. These women should also conduct clinics, 
mothers! meetings, and dispensaries. This organized instruction 
and prevention campaign is a very important field which is as 
yet almost unoccupied by Christian women. 


We also find that there are four distinct groups of 
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people who are especially in need of medical attention. 

Although there are many doctors and nurses in the 
cities there is a pitiful dearth in the rural districts. There 
are literaliy hundreds of viliages with only one doctor to supply 
the needs. If only Christian women could see the conditions in 
these rural sections and could put the lure of the city behind 
them, they could not only relieve much suffering, but could win 
these people's hearts and show them the way to Christ. These 
hundreds of villages with their need for doctors, nurses, and 
health instructors is a constant challenge which dares not be 
cast asides. Unlike the slum work this field of activity would 
be partially self-supporting. 

Medical work has an important place in the program of 
social service in the slums for we find the dweliers there un- 
dernourished and exposed to ali sorts of germs and without the 
means to command the advice of expert physicians. Christians can 
carry on an important work here through charity hospitals, free 
wards in ordinary hospitels, and dispensaries and places where 
free medical advice is given. One of the best forms of work to 
be carried out is the public health programoof instruction and 
preventive work, especialiy through the Mothers' Shelters and 
Baby Clinics. 

The Christian fight against disease has centered on 
leprosy and tuberculosis. It was through the agitetion of the 
missionaries that the asylums and hospitals for lepers were 
Piset founded in Japan. The government has established five 
large leper hospitals, but even with these only five per cent 


of Japan's 24,000 lepers can be accommodated. How many of these 
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lepers are women is not stated. Miss Harriet Riddell has been 
doing some very fine work. Even with the improved conditions 
there are stili ninty-five percent of the lepers unaccommodated. 

Tuberculosis is the same scourge in Japan that it is 
in other:lands. Provision for present sufferers is going hand 
in hand with education to prevent future spread of disease. 

Although there are several women who are studying law, 
I do not know of any lawyers in practice. There may be a few 
openings for Christian women in this profession in the future 
but it certainly is not a major field for their service. 

"The fields are white unto harvest but the laborers 
are few." As the Master ministered to the physical, spiritual, 
social, and mental needs of those with whom He came in contact 
so the Christian women of Japan must see their task or rather 


let us say their opportunity and after seeing it then act. 


IV Christian education inh the home. 

Christianity is little by Little penetrating the 
home life of Japan. When we consider how the real power of 
Christ 1s permeating the family life, how many homes are being 
transformed into Christian homes, one cannot but give thanks 
and praise for the amazing greatness of the holy work of God. 

Ne at&# recognize that the home is one of the most in- 
fluential institutions which & nation has. We are also aware 
of the great need for more Christian homes for not only do they 
leaven Japanese society with Christian ideals but they will al- 
so produce many of the future leaders. 


We find many insténces where through a faitnful wo- 
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influence of a young girl's great patience, whole households 

have see and have been transformed fits Beauetrel Chr is= 
tian homes. These instances are becoming more numerous every 
day and we find this is an effective means of evangelism. Espe- 
cially, do we find that the children who have Christian playmates, 
or those who attend Sunday Schools are very earnest and inf luen- 
tial in winning their parents for Christ. 

It is also of utmost need that large numbers of homes 
be established in which both perents are Christian. To aid in 
this Christian educators and pastors should spare no effort to 
effect marriages of Christians with Christians. A consecrated 
Christian home can render & particular influence in this direc- 
tion. 

There is a need of more guidance for parents in proper 
Christian thinking regarding one's ancestors, one's country, and 
the world, in order that the child's early attitudes may be 
right. Meetings for parents under the auspices of Christian 
schools are effective. The work of the National Mothers® Associa- 
tion is very fine but its infiuence could be widened by a greater 
use of literature. 

Some distinctively Christian family observances, ha- 
bits of daily devotion, personal and family should be encouraged. 
The church should encourage the families and be responsible for 
this guidence. There are also certain practices which apply to 
the Sebbath which should also be strengthened. 
| Although the family life and influence is of great ie 


portance it is difficult to name all the influences which are 


at work impregnating Japanese thought with Christian ideals. 
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However, aS a summary we will enumerate some of the specili¢ 
forces which the Christian women graduates may use to reach the 
oapanese homes. 

Parents! affections usually center around their chil- 
dren and we find that the small boys and sinte peeve to be a 
most effective means of bringing Christian teachings into the 
homes. Workers in Sunday Schools have an exceptionally fine op- 
portunity to use this method. The teachers and superintendents 
can make this contact more vital by encouraging the children to 
repeat stories, memory verses, songs, or any other paft of the 
program which may prove of interest to them. They should also 
be encouraged to ask their parents questions which are brought 
upuin Sunday School. This not only creates a stronger tie be- 
tween parents and children but also inspires the parents to new 
thinking. Sunday School children can also influence their play-— 
mates in the kindergartens and elementary schools to a@ great ex- 
tent. Women who are teachers should stress this as an important 
channel for children's service. 

Probably the agency most used today for reaching the 
homes is the personal workers through their visits and contacts. 
This should be considered an important phase of the pastor's 
work but there should be definite plans made for other members 
of the church to be organized for this work. Here the graduates 
of giris' schools can render large service. Of course, the con- 
tact in the homes is one of the most important phases of work 
of the Bible women. 


The use of Literature to penetrate the home is one 


method which as yet has not been used extensively. This may be 
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in the form of pamphlets, leaflets, and newspaper articles. This 
material should be suitable for the particular class of people 

to which it wili go. Leaflets for special occasions may be used 
and found to be of great value, for example a Mother's Day tract 
printed and handed out the week before inviting all to be pre- 
sent at the Motter's Day service. Here is a large opportunity 

for graduates of the girls! schoolsito use their literary train- 
ing. 

Many homes may be reached through the medium of social 
service. In this work graduates can serve in settlement houses, 
clinics, and mothers! classes. 

On the other side we will find that there are many 
homes which will be influenced by Christian thought through no 
apparent definite force. And so it should be that the Silent 
Unseen, yet Penetrating Force of Jesus will influence homes both 
through formal and informal agencies and especially through the 
lives of Christians, like those who have been in the girls! 
schools. 

V Work of the women through the church. 

The women of Japan are just beginning to come into 
their rightful inheritance in the educational and professional 
world, but their place in the church, though very important, is 
not yet fully recognized. 

It is only recently that the Church has awakened to a 
realization of itself as an organization in Japan with a definite 
call to service and a sacred responsibility towards the socity 
from which it draws its members. 


The ehureh school is and should be the centre of the 
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religious education program of the church. Here the groundwork 
of Christian thinking for the next generation should be laid. 

The church should focus its direct Christien teachings upon all 
ages and social groups. The first indications of potential lea- 
dership should be sought and when discovered they should be de- 
veloped. There must be room for expression of religious exper- 
iences in service and work. The orders of worship should be 
flexible, suitable to the advancing religious ideas and feelings. 
The younger generation must be tied to the church for life by an 
intelligent loyalty. 

The Sunday Schoels in the past have done a most effec- 
tive piece of work. , They as a rule have provided the first op- 
ening for the teliing of the Gospel story. Children are in- 
terestéd in the stories, pictures and music and relay to their 
perents some of what they have learned. Japanese women and 
school girls nave been of great value in this work for they can 
make a better contact with the children because of their under- 
Standing of them and their particular gifts to interest them. 

Because of public opinion it is stili almost impossible 
for women to make public edaresses or hold the position of pas-— 
tor or evangelist. The women render invaluable service but with 
the exception of Immanuel Church, Tokyo, the responsibility is 
not borne by women. This fact makes their work in Sunday School 
ali the more strategic and we are glad indeed when we see the 
conscientious, constructive, work which the girls of many of the 
Seah icthan schools are doing. There are however, some specific 
present needs and these Will be mentioned here. AS women have 


the greatest opportunities in this field, they should be the 
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leaders in supplying these needs. 

i, The Curriculum, should neta &n applicationocof 
Christian principles to the questions of duties towards ancestors, 
patriotism, significance of the shrines and festivais, national 
history and other non-Christian traditional customs. This is 
especlally important for the primary grades as they are taught 
these matters in the elementary public schools. 

e. Special effort should be made to enlist and hold 
the interest of boys of this age. For this reason clubs and or- 
ganized activities should be encouraged. 

5. There should be an added emphasis on the teaching 
of young people and adults in order to counteract the preva- 
lent idea that the church school is for young children only. 
Special attention should be given to matters of immediate con- 
cern to young people such as studies of relations of sexes, ideakts 
of marriage, establishment and maintainence of a& Christian home, 
business ideals and relations, citizenship and vocation. There 
should be an active program of Christian service in order to 
keep interest vital. 

4. More emphasis should be put upon the home depart-— 
ment as a meens of establishing contacts with the home and par- 
ents of the child at the beginning of the educational process. 

5. It is of utmost importance that teacher training 
be improved and extended as this is one of the keynotes to the 
success of tne church of tomorrow. 

6. Higher educational standards, grading, and modern- _ 

: es 
ized equipment should be attempted in the ordinary Sunday Schoel. 


These are the most outstanding needs of tne Sunday 
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School at the present time and as girls are taught in the Chris- 
tian schools they should be instructed so as to meet and fill 
these needs. 

The organized work for individual women is generally 
done by Bible women, usualiy trained for about three years in 
ah evangelistic school. 

The opportunities open to graduates of a Bible Train- 
ing School are many and compelling. They find placescof ser- 
vice in the country and in the city, among poor and uneducated 
people and among tnose of @ higner class. These Japanese women 
are more and more taking administrative responsibility and in 
some fields we find one or two Bible women carrying on the work 
practicaliy without the aid and help of any foreigh missionar-— 
ies. For those who have eyes to see the great white harvest and 
a heart to respond to spiritual needs, the ppportunities are 
tremendous in this field. 

In some places Daily Wecation Bible Schools heve been 
operated and have proven very successful. This is one of the 
comparatively new enterprises which has a large future and de- 
finite plans should be made to make this phase of work a vital 
factor in reaching boys and girls for Christ. 

There are many Christian women in the church, wives 
and mothers, who find it impossible for warious reasons to do 
definite, fuli-time Christian work. ‘We might well ask what 
place these women can fili in the church. There are several 
ways in which they can render a distinct contribution. 


1. They can guide and help enquirers both to come 


into the service and also after they are in the audience. 
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we It is become possible now for women to be eligible 
as members of the church committee and as Deaconesses. This is 
& great step forwurd and we hope it wili not be long until wo- 

men wili come into their rightful inheritance in the @hurch. 

5. The women of the Church can more and more fili a 
large place serving on committees, organizing girls! clubs, 
teaching music and singing and doing work among the nurses. 

4. Another sphere of work which should be taken over 
by Japanese women is that of the preparation of women and girls 
for baptism and church membership. 

5. The native women should assume a greater responsi- 
bility in wanaging all the women's work, from the cleaning of 

Le 
the church to the teaching of classes. 


The womeh of the Church have already begun to show 


the missionary bent of va@panese Christianity by doing some de- 
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finite missionary work among other groups. This however, should 


be greatly increased for no Christianity is a normal, healthy, 
Christianity unless it is missionary in spirit. 

In summing up this section we would say there are two 
particular and definite aims towards which all Japanese Chris- 
tian women should strive. They should bring all within their 
reach to the knowledge of Jesus Christ as their Seviour and 
Friend, both their neighbors and people of other races. 

Second, they should seek to edify and train for po- 


sitions of leadership, those within the church. The women must 


earnestly and diligently work for these ends if their work is to 


make a worthy contribution to the progress of Christianity. 
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VI. Women can help make Christian literature more 
effective. 


Japan is a field where the conditions are peculiarly 
favorable to the production and distribution of literature. 
Among @ people so literate as the Japanese, literature wields a 
potent influence and although it has not been neglected by Chris- 
tian workers the output has not been adequate to the opportunity 
the situation has presented. Christian literature is of the ut- 
most importance. 

One of the greatest needs in Japan today is for more 
religious books authorized by the Christian forces. Something 
more substantial then tracts has been found necessary and many 
books have been issued. Some of these have been widely read and 
very popular. 

Japanese readers are now supplied with three distinct 
types of books representative of western ideas. First are the 
publications available in the original languages, for the most 
part English, which are now being widely read. Secondly are the 
numerous translations on the market. Many of the women graduates 
of the schools are competent to translate from the European lan- 
guages. Then, thirdly, there is the steady output of original 
writings, modern in character, and composed in the style of Jap- 
anese writing in current use. 

There are several types of literature most needed by 
Christians today. rere is a great need for companion books fer 
Bible study or commentaries. At present there is no commentary 
of the Old Testament available. The Christian cannot study his 
Bible without helps, nor can the evangelist teach and preach 


without books of reference. Apologetics, Theology, Lives of 
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Christ and of Peul and such books as Nicol's "Expository Greek 
Testament," Harnack's "History of Doctrine," Calvin's "Institu- 
tes," and Wesley's "Diary" and many technical and popular books 
of this type are greatly needed. Inspirational, devotional and 
biographical books are necessary for the development of Chris— 
tian life. There is also a lack of wholesome books for family 
reading which are suitable for young people and children. There 
is a dearth of literature dealing with Christianity and its re- 
lation to modern life and to modern problems. Books should be 
prepared mainly for Christian readers giving the Christian in- 
terpretation regerding the problems of sex, social problems, 
race, peace, etc. It 1S important to produce literature which 
will help Christians to propagate clearly and thoroughly the 
Christian view of life. 

It takes many people to publish this needed material 
all of whom should be well fitted for their task and thoroughly 
consecrated spirits. This field of service offers a real chal-— 
lenge to Japanese women and girls. There is no reason why they 
should not take over much of this work. Now only will it re- 
lieve the missionaries but the literature circulated will have 
certain added values because of the understanding and expres-— 
Sion which can come only from a native worker. 

Newspaper evangelism where tried has proved itself of 
great value and it should be developed on a larger scale. The 
Shinsei Kwan shows itself an excellent example of newspaper and 
correspondence evangelism when we read of the following func- 
tions which they have performed: "publishing the Gospel in 


newspapers, sending free tracts to applicants, conducting a 
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p- 140 


reading club for members and a correspondence course in Bible 
instruction, publishing orders of service with sermons for use 
by isolated groups and a monthly evangelistic paper "Shinsei," 
introducing persons to churches or religious workers, and an- 
swering enquiries as to personal problems and questions of 
raith.4% 

Probably most of this work has been carried on by men 
in the past but there is no reason why at least certain phases 
of it should not be adapted to the use of the women in their 
work. The main channels for this work would be newspapers and 
periodicals both secular and religious. 

A most important new enterprise for the Christian com— 
munity is that of establishing a Christian Library. At present 
leaders are gradually coming to realize the limitations and 
scope of school education and the need and value of a library as 
an educational agency. The Christian community has hitherto 
functioned as a pioneer leader in vérious social welfare activ— 
ities and they should also take the leadership in the establish-— 
ment and administretion of a library. In brief some of the main 
reasons for the need of setting up a Christian Library are: 

1. It offers the Christian forces an opportunity to 
recover their lost position as pioneers. 

x. Because of the scarcity of public libraries and the 
dearth of Christian books in these libraries it is almost im- 
‘possible for Christians to secure the good books which they 
There is an urgent need to establish a Christian library 


want. 


in Tokyo both for the sake of evangelization at large and for 


the guidance of Christians. 
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5. In addition to being a storehouse of knowledge. it 
would also be a training place for character building. If it 
is well equipped and well managed it would serve as a strong 
force to counter-balance the bad infiuence and degrading plea- 
Sures of the cafe, the bar and the movies. 

AS yet women have played no active part in library 
work in Japan but it is to be expected that within the next few 
years women will take their place in this work. It is a knowh 
fact that women, because of their temperments and characteris-— 
tics, are especially suited to do this work. This seems a most 
challenging opportunity for young Christian women to do real 
pioneering for tneir Lord and Master. 

We have hastily reviewed some of the fields in which 
Christian women can render an important service. In some cases 
these opportunities are urgent and immediate,in others they are 
not quite ripe. However far-sighted Christian women will see 
that first they must prepare themselves and then know that the 


opportunities will open unto then. 
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Chapter Iv_ 
What Is Needed to Make Christian Education For 
Girls More Efficient? 

The strengthening of the Christian education for girls 
is one of the salient needs of the day. To renew and render 
efficient the girls' schools in Japan is one of the pressing 
needs of the hour, for unless they really excel it is meaning- 
less to increase their number. 

There must be the realization of the true value of 
religious education. This must be brought about through a 
greater Christian influence exercised upon the students. The 
teachers and the head of the school must all passionately and 
earnestly labor and pray for the spiritual weifare of their 
Students and strive to give them that which they cannot get in 
any other school. 

The number of students snould be limited and careful ty 
selected. Altnough the mission schools do not get the poorest 
students, it seems that the highest type of girls are more an- 
xious to enter government end public institutions where the 
teachers are, in the main, stronger and equipment usually better 
than in the mission schools. There are a few exceptions where 
schools are exceliently equipped along certain lines and these 
schools are crowded with applicants so only the very best are 
chosen. The spiritual infiuence wielded in these particular 
schools is marvelous, so much so that one or two have earned 
nation-wide pokes Protestants should profit from these 
other schools by organizing a few of their very best middle 


schools into exceliently equipped and organized institutions, 
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limiting the number of students to six hundred or less. In this 
way the closest contect may be kept by the teachers with the 
Students. Once the strength of tnese schools is recognized, 
thousands of pick students wili rush for admission, and the ser- 
vant of God wili have abundant opportunity to influence them 

for lasting good. 

Bat in order to have carefully selected Students and 
nation-wide respect it 1S necessary to have a firm financial 
foundation, that would inciude endowment funds, ownership of 
property and plenty of resources for equipment. 

Because no school can secure government recognition 
without endowment and as schools cennot be maintained on tui- 
tion alone, some provision for & permanent fund becomes necess- 
ary. The financial resources should not be limited to the in- 
come from tuitions and the subsidy of Mission Boards. Sixteen 


a“ 


of the girls! schools have already started building up an en- 
dowment but only one has reached over one hundred thousand ee 
This need for endowment constitutes a legitimate appeal to the 
whole constituency of the institutions, both Japanese and for- 
eign. In regard to holding endowments there is great diversity 
and for this reason caution needs to be exercised. It would be 
well to follow some more uniform plan such as having the funds 
handed over to the governing board of the school with the under- 
standing that the alumnae shall be adequately represented on the 
board. If this plan is not followed at least the funds should 


be in the hands of an alumnae association, with a proper con- 


stitution and a definite statement as to the aims and the pur- 


poses of the fund. The encouraging feature of this situation 
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e.- Preparatory Papers for the Kamakura and Nara Conferences 


is that most of the schools are fuliy awake to the necessity of 
buiiding up such a fund and are making plans for a forward move 
in this direction. 

"“Especialiy as an aid to securing increased support 
from Japanese constituencies, the ownership of the school prop- 
erties should belong to boards of trustees of the schools or- 

1, 


ganized under Japanese law." About one-third of the schools 


fi 
which hold the property instead of the 


have formed zaidan hogin 
Mission. This has encouraged gifts as the donors feel more as- 
sured of the permanency of the institution. There is no doubt 
but that the work is greatly hindered if the property is not 
owned by those in connection with the school. 

Probably one of the two greatest needs in the work of 
Christian education for girls is means and equipment. We have 
already discussed the lack of means and need only say a word as 
to the necessity*of more perfect equipment. If Japan istto be 
made Christian it is necessary that her Christian’ schools should 
bé of thecfirst rank. Inferior seho@ls will tend to attach 
their quality to Christianity itself, and the same holds true 
with high grade institutions. Within the last few yearssgreat 
progress has been made in this direction both in improving build- 
ings and equipment. This not only shows the interest and ef- 
torts of the girls themselves but also the encouraging response 
which has been made to their appeals both at home and on the 
field. "Ali the equipment should be superior to that of the 
government schools. Thus our earnestness and ambition will be 

Ke 

evident and the world wili take cognizance of them." 


Dr. E. Takasugi of Sapporo Imperial University telis 
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us in "Japan Speaks tor Herself" 


not Wleia 4S strong an influence 
missionaries have lost their old 


dents, or have the non-Christian 


the others, arresting their religious influence? 


Sls 


that the mission schools do 


as they did. He asks if the 
enthusiasm to win their stu- 
members of the faculty outrun 


There is no 


doubt but that the lack of a fuli Christian teaching steff is 
one of the most serious of handicaps. That there are in these 
mission schools many learned professors without Christian heart 
or conviction, or worse still, with antipathy to Christianity, 
does not speak weli for their spiritual influence. There is 
usually a good supply of Christian teachers for English and 
music but the supply of certificated Christian teachers for 
other subjects is very limited. Would it not be wiser to resist 
the tendency to lift middle schools into junior colleges, and 
gunior colleges to university grade, so long as it is not pos- 
sible to get enough genuine and outstanding Cnristian teachers. 
If the mission schools cannot win souls for Christ they have 
missed their purpose. 

The day has now come when the leadership in the girls' 
schools should naturally pass into the hands of Japanese co- 


workers and it isito be hoped that it will pass into the hands 


of women. In some half a dozen schools women principals are 
making @ magnificent contribution to the cause of Christian 
education but in other towns the path of least resistance seems 
to be taken and Japanese men are being put in charge. Because 
of the unfortunate fact that few women are left free to devote 
themselves to a career & few thoughtful leaders are advocating 


the singie life for women who feel called to speciel work. Our 
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ideal of education for women equel to thet given to men is not 
fulfilied unless we fit and train women to be principals and 
teachers of our girls! schools and colleges. Only Japanese 
women can thoroughly understand the girls of Japan and their 
needs and in this way they have a unique contribution to make 
for the educétion of the women. That they are ready and able, 
and thet women-managed schools fili a great need in the commun- 
ity, is seen in the popularity of the schools and colieges in 
ie 
the Caplio which are under Japanese women administrators. 
such women in our Christian girls' schools wili 2dvence Chris- 
tian educational ideals as nothing else could do. Not oniy 
Shoulda the principals and teachers be Japanese but also otners 
in positions of leadersnip and responsibility, e.g., Board of 
Trustees. "As increasing interest and support grow out of in- 
creased responsiovility, the proportion of Japanese Christians 
on the Boards should be increased so far as this is compatible 
With the maintéinance of the Christian character of tne schoel 
on the one hand and the development of local responsibility 
e. 
and support on tne otner." 

The success or faliiure of Christian education depends 
upon the teachers. Nut oniy 18 1b wlse to have Christian, Jap- 
anese teacners but they must be OF hign scholastic stundards. 
Tne way ust oe Opened ior tne present StafiI of teachers to 
grow ooth scnulasticiy and splritualiy. They snould in scnoi- 
astic privileges and in financiai and in spiritual matters re- 
ceive a treatment that is superior to that given vy government 
schools. New teacners calied shouid nave tne best possibile 


qualifications. In order to secure the right kind of teachers 
@a Union Christian University, Co-educational, should be es- 
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tablished. 

There 18 practicaiiy an unlimited field for Christian 
Kindergartens in Japan so present kindergartens should be con- 
tinued and new ones opened. A special effort should be made to 
Maintain these schools at the hignest government standards but 
they should go beyond meeting the technicel Standards; emphasis 
should be placed on the Christian nurture of the children. 

"The weakest point in Japanese education today is not 
that which ali seem to emphasize - the deficiency of higher 
schools - 1t 1s something tar more fundamentai, ake wie 
inadequacy and inefficiency of the primary schools. Poorly 
trained teachers, huge clusses, crowded buildings and poor 
equipment, long hours for teachers six days a week and often 
meetings on Sunday--—. Is it any wonder that teachers lose en- 
ergy and enthusiasm? Or that individual children receive littl 
attention? Or that the principals of high schools do not see 
their way to admit this medley of graduates without applying 
the sieve of the eliminating entrance examinations to remove the 


sey 
unfit?" The next great move should be to establish Christian 


primary schools. 

Because of the muitiplied influence of the teaching 
profession in Japun further attention should be paid to Chris- 
tian work among students of government mormal schools. For this 
same reason there should be one Co-educational Union Christian 
University for the Tokyo-Yoxohama area and another for the 
Kyato-Osaka-Kobe section. In connection with these there should 
be weli appointed Normal Departments and Libraries. It is of 


great importance that the ruture teachers should be trained in 
oO = 
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l. Preparatory Papers for the Kamakura and Nera Conferences 


e. Preparatory Papers for the Kamakura and Nara Conferences 


o- Preparatory Papers for the Kamakura and Nera Conferences 


A 
@ Christian atmosphere. 


In order that the women leaders may become not only 
well trained but also world-minded Christians there shouid be 
Set up @ Commission on Scholiurships and Study Abroad. This 
System should be rooted in a fine Christian spirit. Even those 
in Japan who stand for an independence which spurns aid from 
abroad, for the most part, have benefited by the universities 
and theologicel schools in Europe and America. "We still ought 
to learn much from the Christian spirit of Europe and America. 
We should gladly avail ourselves of their kindness. Pastors, 
administrators and teachers should go there to study. Conven- 
iences should be provided and the way be opened for aslarge a 
number as possible to be sentito these pexaeen To this end 
relations should be established with universities and theologi- 
cal schools in Europe and America. Provision, as far as possible, 
should be made of a part of tne travel and study expenses. An 
effective survey snould be made of the educational institutions 
in Europe and America with a view to making Known their bene- 
fits and superior advantages. $cholarships for schools in Japan 
should be provided by the churches and interested laymen. "At 
any rate unless the present déy Christian thinks not of himself 
alone but of others--prepares fully not for the present only but 
for the far future and trains good leaders we will fall behind 


oy 
in the race.* 


Besides strengthening the individual schools and 
pianting some new ones, the Christian forces should set up a 
central educational bureau of research and service served by 


educational specialists. This would help in the unification, 
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co-operation, and advancement of the girls' schools. Thus by 
every possible means effort should be Pocuaaed upon making 
the Christian giris' school preeminent for quality, not for size. 

There is one other need which may seem strange to us 
but to Japanese Christians it is a real problem. There is a 
tack of sufficient opportunities in the Local churches to pro- 
vide the girls witn scope for work. This is due in large mea- 
Sure to the old Japanese thought and custom. But at present 
there 1s &@ general feeling of dissatisfaction in regard to the 
Status of girl students in the locai churches. The girls are 
not content to sit and listen to sermons. They want to do some- 
thing and with the exception of Sunday School and Choir there 
are few organized activities in which they can take part. This 
linking of the young people with the church is a vital part of 
our programme and is a great problem. The church must recognize 
that the young people have something to give to the community 
and a place of work must be found for them. If the churches 
could be aroused to the gravity of the great social problems 
now confronting Japan and establish some close relationship to 
the poor, they would 1mmediately enlist the warm-hearted service 
of the young people. 

No doubt there are other places in the giris' @€hris= 
tian educational system which need strengthening but these which 
have been given represent the most urgent. It wili take pa- 
tience, far-sightedness, perseverance, and an unselfish giving 
of time, money and influence if the Christian people of Japan 


are to fili these needs properly. 
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Gone lusion 

We see that within the Last sixty years there have 
been establisned over three hundred schools rangtios from kin- 
dergartens to the universities in which giris are in attendance. 
These schools have made an indelible impression upon the life of 
Japan and many contributions to it. Christian life and char- 
acter somehow seem to abide in these schools and quietly they 
have spread their influence until they nave gained the confi- 
dence of the general public. 

The graduates of these schools have done valuable and 
effective work but it is not the past with which we are so vi- 
tally interested but the future which presents in its varied 
opportunities the strategic opening for the definite advancement 
of Christ's Kingdom. Jt is true that the Christian schools 
have several weak points but the Japanese themselves realize 
these and are conscienciously and with clear minds setting about 
to meet these needs. 

Higher education is, therefore, an assured fact for 
the women of Japan’and this much of the goal is won. The Chris- 
tian schools in the future as in the past must not lose their 
identity. The chief defect in tne state education of Japan is 
its army mass metnod and the consequent lack of training in in- 
itiative and personality. The Christian schools must therefore 
continue to emphasize the value of each girl as an individual 
and encourage initiative and independence in every possible way, 
ultimately building up consecrated Christian character. 


Another weak point in the state educational system is 


the lack of attention to the physical welfare of the pupils, 
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1. Japan Mission Year Book - 1928 


as health and character are made secondary to intellect. The 
Christian schools should insist on proper grading of every 
child as this will greatly protect the child from physical harm. 
"And lastly, our Christian girls! schools should 
serve &S a medium whereby new educational ideals and experi- 
ments from abroad can be introduced into Japan. That they have 
Served to some extent in this way in the past is seen in the way 
in which tney have intiluenced tne development ot education for 
Siris in this land; in the spread of the ideal of monogamous 
marriage and the Christian home; in the new freedom accorded to 
women in law, politics and Pinance and in the spread of idéals 
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